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Recycled at 60

Martha
Wideman

badges displayed on it—indicating that she herself had
done all of the activities the girls were asked to do. The
leadership training she received through Pioneer Girls
was put to good use in other areas of church work later.
Martha gave eight years to the Pioneer Girls minMartha had a keen interest in the Bible and Scripture
istry. Then, around 1980, she was assigned to be the
memorization from as early as she can remember. She
music coordinator for the Heise Hill congregation. Her
always was interested in missions and wanted to go to
responsibilities included scheduling the special music
Messiah College to prepare for mission work. She gives
for each Sunday, arranging for guest musicians, and
her mother credit for these aspirations—however, she
organizing
the Christmas and Easter choir groups. Durnever got to attend Messiah.
ing
this
time
she also organized a teen girls group.
At age 18 she began teaching Sunday school at the
Five years later, she felt the Lord call her to head a
Heise Hill Brethren in Christ Church, Gormley, Ontario.
missions committee which has sponsored an annual
Later she married, raised a family, and worked hard
missions conference each year since 1987.
making baked goods for market or bake shops. During
In addition, Martha has volunteered at the Care and
those busy years she never felt she could say she was too
Share Shoppe (the local MCC
busy to teach Sunday school.
Self-Help
store) in Stouffville,
At the age of 59, Martha felt
Ontario,
for
over 12 years.
compelled to get her driver's
"Special
People"
profiles
a
And for many years she
license. No way could she have
wide variety of Brethren in
chaired the committee that
known then how important that
Christ members of all ages and
made pies by the hundreds for
would be to her, but six years
from all walks of life.
the Pioneer Village MCC sale
later her husband Joseph died
You are invited to submit a
in Toronto.
suddenly of a heart attack.
short article about some "SpeWho says we ever get too
At the age of 60, when asked
cial Person" you would like to
old to serve our Lord?
to be chief guide for a Pioneer
introduce to Visitor readers.
Articles should be typewritten,
Girls Club, she thought it over
preferably 300-400 words, and
and then consented. Martha
must have the approval of the
Martha's story was written by
gave herself wholeheartedly to
person being profiled. If your
Anna Ruth Ressler, Elizabethtown,
do her best for the Lord and the
article is accepted for publicaPa., who learned to know Martha
girls. At one of the leadership
tion, we will contact you to
when Marlin and Anna Ruth were
training conferences, she wore
secure a photo for publication
the pastoral couple at the Heise Hill
(which will be returned).
her uniform with all of the
congregation, 1981-1992.
"Me? I'm too old for that!" was the immediate
response of Martha Wideman when she was approached
to consider being chief guide for a Pioneer Girls Club.

Mail your article to
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box
166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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Picking at
the flowers
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by Bill D. Hallsted
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The flowers were gorgeous. The heady aroma of their blossoms
surrounded him as he strolled the carefully groomed paths. The
profusion of colors blended to form a blanket of beauty. Petals
sparkled with gems of dewdrops. Green foliage provided an
\ unbroken canvas behind the display of floral resplendence.
\ \
Nothing was out of place.
Fvv V"I have to tell my friends of this place," he kept repeating
SS \ as he inhaled the beauty of the site. "It's just what
1 \ \
I've always thought must exist somewhere.
"v\ N \
It's what I've always hoped to find,
\ .
someday."

ri
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Then he turned a corner and
stopped dead in his tracks. There, in
the middle of that unrivaled beauty,
was a section of flowers not nearly
so well developed. Some were small
and scraggly. Some had wilted petals.
The background of foliage wasn't
thick enough to hide the ground. Next
to one struggling flower there was
even a weed!
"I don't believe it!" he gasped.
"What are they doing here?"
"I'm sorry. Were you speaking to
me?"
The voice startled him. He turned
to the gardener he hadn't seen. "Oh, I
was just talking to myself," he hastened. But then he quickly continued,
"But since you're here—those flowers over there. They're so ugly! Why
do you let them stay here?"
"They're not ugly!" the gardener
protested. "They're doing very well,
really. They just haven't developed
to the stage of beauty the older flowers have. I wouldn't expect them to,
yet. Development takes time. They'll
get there."
"They don't belong here," the man
insisted.
"Why not?"
"Because the rest of the garden is
so much better! If it's a flower garden,
it should be restricted to flowers in
full bloom. And that weed! Why
haven't you gotten rid of it?"
"Well, there are two reasons," the
gardener replied patiently. "The first
is that I'm not sure it's a weed. There
are flowers that look just like that
weed. I can't tell which is which until
it blooms. If I pull it before I'm sure,
I might be destroying what would
have been the most beautiful blossom
in the garden. Then again, if it is a
weed, I'll have to be very careful how
I remove it. See how close it clings to
that flower? If I just jerk out the
weed, I'll probably kill the flower
too."
The man was far from satisfied.
"Say what you will," he said, shaking
his head, "this is not a garden I can be
happy in, as long as there is stuff like
that here. I was all set to invite all my
friends. I won't, though, as long as
you permit things like that."
He left, mumbling, "Just like all
July 1993

Isn't it a shame
that some people
miss all the beauty
because they get
obsessed with
small areas of
imperfection?
Once they do,
they seem unable
to look at or talk
about anything
else.

the other gardens. Advertise flowers
and pretend everything is beautiful,
but all the time they know good and
well some of those flowers are never
going to be first-class blossoms...."
On his way out he no longer
smelled the heavenly fragrances that
wafted past him. He no longer noticed
the explosions of color that surrounded him. He didn't see the foliage
bursting with health and vitality. He
did notice a gum wrapper he hadn't
seen on the way in. It confirmed his
conviction about shoddy grounds
keeping. He saw a hole in a leaf
where an insect had gnawed, and it
cemented his suspicion of carelessness. He compared it to his memory
of his grandmother's garden. He
couldn't remember a single thing like
this in it. By the time he went back
out the front gate he was angry that
they dared to call this place a flower
garden.
A few days later a friend mentioned that garden to him, enthusing
about its beauty and vitality. Angrily
he protested, reciting every flaw he
had found there. By now, of course,
the gum wrapper was "trash on the

walkways," the weed was "weeds and
flowers growing together," and the
spots of thin foliage were "scraggly
leaves that don't even hide the
manure they use for fertilizer."
His friend said, "Of course there
are imperfections. Flowers need time
to develop and grow and become
beautiful. New flowers have to be
growing all the time to replace the
old ones. So much of that garden is
just spectacular! Can't you appreciate
the good aspects of it, without concentrating all your attention on every
flaw you find?"
He couldn't. He never went back.
Isn't it a shame that some people
miss all the beauty because they get
obsessed with small areas of imperfection? Once they do, they seem
unable to look at or talk about anything else.
Tragically, it's sometimes that way
in the church, too.
The church is a place of growth
and development for maturing Christians. Some have a spiritual beauty
that is stunning. Some are average.
Some are still puny and scraggly, but
growing. Some are hard to tell from
the weeds! But almost every church
has such a varied breadth of mature
Christians that it's beautiful! Almost
every church has as its central purpose the spiritual growth and maturity of its members, and works diligently toward that goal.
Paul wrote some very pointed
advice in Philippians 4:8. He commands us to think about—to pay
attention to—to fill our mind with—
those things that are true, noble, right,
pure, lovely, admirable, excellent and
praiseworthy. That applies when we
look at, think about, or talk about our
church!
Can you imagine what would happen in your congregation if everyone
followed that command completely?
If nobody had the time (or the desire)
to search out and expose (or nurture)
whatever flaws exist, those flaws just
might prove to be developing roses!
Do your part to make it happen!

Bill Hallsted is a freelance writer living in
Griffith, Ind.
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As a young Christian I read stories
of martyrs and missionaries that left
me feeling hopelessly inadequate to
ever measure up to such shining
examples. At the time I didn't realize
it was all done with literary mirrors
that reflected the factual highlights of
a career, but left out most of the dark
valleys of failure or despair that ought
to have been part of the picture.
Fortunately, the Bible doesn't do
that. Since it is God's Book it reflects
one of the great attributes of God: He
is a total realist! He sees people and
things the way they actually are,
"warts and all."
Even more, he uses people who are
not perfect. In fact, he seems to prefer
that kind! Paul reminds the Corinthians that there were few among them
of noble or high social standing, but
God deliberately chose to use many
whom the world regarded as foolish
or weak in order to show that the
power "is from God and not from us"
(2 Corinthians 4:7).

No physical or social handicap, no
dysfunctional family background, or
personal record of past failure can prevent
anyone from becoming a useful instrument
of God's working—if he or she will accept
God's cleansing, learn God's methods from
his Word, and move into opportunities
which God's Spirit will open!

Marred models

Think of the marred men and
women whom the Bible holds up as
models for our emulation. At the
dawn of time there was Enoch, who
was said to walk with God for 300 of
his 365 years, and then "was not, for
God took him"—not in death, as the
New Testament makes clear, but alive
into heaven. Yet for 65 years he did
not walk with God! It seems clear that
for those years he lived like most of
us, going along with the self-serving,
thoughtless lifestyle that was all
around. But God could and did
Evangelical Visitor

Think of all of the people God has used . . .

Warts and all

by Ray C. Steadman

change him and use him till he left an
impression upon the entire generation
before the Flood.
After the Flood, Noah messed up
his own witness by getting drunk and
becoming indecently exposed before
one of his sons. Was he stamped
"Reject" by God for this? No, instead
he became an example of God's forgiving grace, and was trusted with a
revelation from God that defined the
limits of human government and has
ruled the natural world ever since.
There was Rahab, a street woman of
Jericho, who forsook her ancient profession, married a godly Israelite, and
became an ancestress of Jesus.
Imperfect, but usable
There are many others in the Bible
who struggled with habits of lying,
tendencies to manipulate others, lustful urges, passionate liaisons that
destroyed faith, stubborn unbelief,
and sulking self-centeredness—and
yet whom God picked and used
"warts and all!" The centuries since
have provided numerous examples of
the same phenomenon, for it is clearly a divine methodology. Despite a
widespread conviction to the contrary
it can be stoutly asserted that no physical or social handicap, no dysfunctional family background, or personal record of past failure can prevent
anyone from becoming a useful instrument of God's working—if he or
she will accept God's cleansing, learn
God's methods from his Word, and
move into opportunities which God's
Spirit will open!
July 1993

God uses us, warts and all
One of the most remarkable
aspects of this truth is that God often
uses the very handicap or failure we
thought unfitted us, to be the open
door he employs to make us a blessing. Many years ago I met an elderly
minister who told the fascinating
story of his conversion.
The man had been a student at
Cambridge University when D.L.
Moody was invited to speak there
during his first evangelistic crusade
in England. Many of the students
were angry and upset by this invitation to one they regarded as a backwoods American preacher who
butchered the English language.
Moody had no more than a fifthgrade education and was noted for his
ungrammatical lapses.
Several students, including the one
who would eventually tell this story,
determined to sit in the front row.
They planned to upset the meeting by
making catcalls and creating as much
disturbance as possible.
Moody stepped without introduction to the front of the platform. The
evangelist pointed his finger at the
young men on the front row and said
directly to them, "Young gentlemen,
don't ever think that God don't love
you, for he do!"
The earnest passion with which
Moody spoke, and his ungrammatical
beginning, caught the young men by
surprise. They listened to his entire
talk in silence.
Recalling the event, the old minister said, "When Moody gave an invitation at the end of his message, I was

the first one in the inquiry room. I
became a Christian then and have followed the footsteps of D.L. Moody
ever since."
Such a story is not meant to suggest that great fame will result for
everyone whom God uses "warts and
all." Probably the greatest of God's
saints are unknown to the world at
large. It is in the kitchen, the office,
the backyard, the supermarket that
God chooses to use most of us. Again,
contrary to widespread conviction, it
is not the great meetings which
change the world. It is the accumulated impact of thousands of people
who were once angry, cynical rebels
against society; or were bound by
drug abuse, alcoholism, or sexual perversion; or were proud, snooty intellectuals; who are now changed by
grace, becoming loving, caring individuals.
These are today's heroes of the
faith who are winning God's battles in
an evil world. All discovered the truth
that God wanted them to think of
themselves as available bodies, allowing him to transform their thinking
by exposure to his Word—thus discovering that there is no more exciting lifestyle than to be an instrument
of God at work.

Ray C. Steadman, known widely as an
author and Bible teacher, served as pastor of
Peninsula Bible Church in Palo Alto, Calif.,
for 40 years. This article was provided by
David C. Cook Publishing Co., Elgin III.

Where's your
drinking spot?
by Walter Kelly

On August 30, 1990, my family and I moved from the
small city of Welland (population 45,000), where I was known
by thousands of people, to the great city of Toronto (population of more than three million). Except for a few people
connected with our little church, I didn't know a soul. How is
it possible to influence . . . make a difference . . . to win people to the Lord when nobody knows you? Yes, I was afraid.
But it was a motivational fear and not the kind of fear that
immobilizes. I didn't go to my office and hide.
I knew through more than 20 years of pastoral care that
very few people would call my office inquiring about the
church or about the Lord. I knew through personal experience
that we do not get a burden for the unchurched in a prayer
meeting. I also knew that if I was going to have any impact on
this congregation and our community, I would have to put into
practice my strong belief in lifestyle evangelism. One of my
pastoral priorities is to be with the nonchurched for a large
portion of my time.
On September 1, 1990, I located what has become my
favorite drinking spot—Tim Horton Donuts. We know that
anyone who has been a Christian for more than three years,
and especially clergy, have very few nonchurched friends.
The coffee shop is where I meet people—all kinds of people.
Here they see me as a real person; they hear my opinion on the
subject of the day; they know where I live and the church I
pastor. Friendships and trust are nurtured and opportunities to
be a verbal witness for Christ and the church abound. Compassion and empathy are possible because I hear their real life
stories. I'm aware of their hurt and disappointments as well as
their joys and successes.
You see, lifestyle evangelism must be more than living a
good life. Most Brethren in Christ people are living exemplary
lives! But we're not influencing people in such a way that to
receive Jesus Christ as their savior is presented as an option
for them, nor are we attracting them to our church. I'm sure
they admire us, respect us, and are glad we are their neighbors. They may even envy our faith. This is important, but it
won't change their eternal state unless they know Jesus as
Lord. David B. Barrett says, "Mission is all about Christians
being in contact with non-Christians. If there is no such contact there is no mission going on." Lifestyle evangelism must
also include our speaking directly to people about Jesus. The
silent witness alone just isn't enough to win people to Christ
and his church.
8

There are a number of things you and I can learn and do to
be more effective in lifestyle evangelism. I am known in the
coffee shop, at home, at work, and at church for my smile.
(Did you know that it takes 43 muscles to frown, but only 17
to smile? So give the world a break and your face a rest. . .
smile.) We can learn how to direct an ordinary comment about
the weather to a praise of God. Our witness needs to be real
and authentic. One of our new converts who is in my lifestyle
evangelism class told her directors after a serious problem was
resolved, "God has answered my prayers." That was a powerful witness. We don't need to worry about having all the
answers to this world's problems. The nonchurched just need
to know that we, too, are trying to work through difficult
times.
We can learn to be Christlike in our nonjudgmental
responses. I have heard a lot of "confessions" at the coffee
shop. My response to what I hear will determine whether or
not I have an opportunity to help the person get back on the
track. When we are among the people who have no hope, no
faith, and no church, we will be moved with compassion like
Jesus was. And we will have many opportunities to lift, to
encourage, to nurture, to help point them to Christ and his
church.
In less than three years, I have a network of more than 45
people from just one coffee shop connection. Two of them
have made a public confession of Christ. One, with his wife,
recently joined our church and others have attended services
at the church. If I would have gone to the coffee shop just for
a quiet break, not making any effort to know anyone, these
lives probably would not have been changed by the power of
the gospel.
It takes time; a lot of time! It takes energy and money—but
what joy I've experienced! How different eternity will be for
them—and for me.
You have a story to tell. You know Jesus and his power.
Your life has been changed. God will do the same for your
nonchurched friends, won't he? Of course he will... if you
will! In the words of the Nike logo, "Just do it!"
"For the Holy Spirit, God's gift, does not want you to be
afraid of people, but to be wise and strong, and to love them
and enjoy being with them. If you will stir up this inner power,
you will never be afraid to tell others about our Lord" (2
Timothy l:7-8a, Living Bible).
Walter Kelly is assistant chairman of the Board for Evangelism and
Church Planting. This article is presented by the board as an encouragement to each of us to discover ways to reach our local community for
Christ.
Evangelical Visitor

Ramping the church is not enough

God's
people
must
also
ramp
their
hearts

The man's eyes brushed past me to my walker and back
again. What's your excuse for having that thing?" he asked.
The music from the worship service stopped replaying in
my mind. I had not expected that question. Before I could
respond, my questioner waved to someone across the room
and bounded off, leaving new blood on an old wound.
I'm sure the man had good intentions. How could he know
he would become distracted before finishing the surgery?
And how could he know his question would feel like a slap
of rejection from someone who could not accept me as I
was?
LIKE MILLIONS OF OTHER AMERICANS, I have a physical disability.
Because of this, I often feel the sting of other people's reactions. I don't
believe people want to be cruel. They just don't understand. The little
boy who called out, "Hey, lady, are you crippled?" could not have
known the word "crippled" had become a thorn in my flesh. The young

by Marilyn Phemister

BSifaaaa •
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A wheelchair is not a chrome-plated tank armed for battle. A walker
is not a Gatling gun. A disability is not a high stone wall or a
barbed-wire fence. It is only a shadow. If you step across you may be
surprised to find an individual with a gift of creativity, a person with
an active mind, or someone who can minister to you.

woman who said she admired me for
appearing in public could not have
known her encouragement would
have the effect of a rebuke. And the
young teen who stared openly with
the expression intended for a pail of
maggots—well, he was a teenager,
not ready to cope with his fears.
Since those experiences, I have
progressed to permanent use of a
wheelchair. Now I often hear people
ask, "Why are you in a wheelchair?"
or "How long have you been in a
wheelchair?" These people rarely ask
my name or where I live or what I do
with my time. They have one preoccupation—they want to know why I
am different. And I cannot blame
them. I have the same problem.
Fear at first sight

The problem is fear—a vague
sense of uneasiness when meeting
someone with a disability for the first
time. It is the fear of the unfamiliar, of
someone we think of as different from
ourselves. It is the fear of not knowing what to do or of saying the wrong
thing, of causing pain for someone
already wounded. It is the fear of facing the reality of an imperfect world,
of the possibility of ending up in a
similar condition, of having to cope
with unanswered questions. It is the
fear that keeps us from getting too
close to a wounded animal, or the fear
of becoming trapped with a burden. It
is a whole cauldron of fears.
In spite of my own use of a
wheelchair, I experience an assortment of fears when I encounter a person on wheels or someone with an
10

obvious disability. I feel the same
overwhelming curiosity everyone
feels and I ask the same questions,
though I do not ask them aloud. To
question a person about a physical
disability is to intrude into that individual's personal living space without an invitation. I don't want to do
that. So I pose the question in my
mind and wait.
Maybe I will find out the person
had an accident resulting in a severed
spinal cord. Now the unknown has
become known. I have a quad- or a
paraplegic here. I know what that is.
With this information, the labeling
system of my mind pops into action.
Like a big garbage compactor, it compresses the whole person—body, soul
and spirit—into a neat little package.
Then it slaps on a large label and my
fears have been reduced to a manageable size.
We all do this. We all have a labeling machine. If we can't find a specific label, we use a more generic one
such as "invalid," "cripple," "disabled," "handicapped," or "physically challenged," whatever that means.
A label can make us more comfortable with someone we think of as different. But labels on people have
major drawbacks.
A double deception

A label on a package simplifies
shipping it out or storing it away and
identifying its contents without opening the box. This works well with
paper clips and rubber bands. People
are too complex.
A disability label is a double de-

ception. First, it tends to cover the
entire package, leaving no room for
additional information. This at least
implies that there is nothing else in
the box. Yes, you will find a disability there. You may also find an artist, a
singer and a writer who has inspired
many throughout the world. Or you
may find an astrophysicist who is
himself a star in the world of science.
The disability label will not tell you
this. It just says "Quad."
The disability label also lies, or
tells half truths at best. Take the word
"invalid," which literally means "not
valid." Is an individual "not valid" as
a person if some ability is lacking?
Then there is the word "disabled,"
meaning "not able." Anyone with
brain waves is able to think and pray
and care and love. The label "disabled" does not fit. Most people
wearing this label have many abilities.
Some find ways to excel, often in
fields they might never have explored
without their disabilities. It is not
unusual to find the path of greatest
potential among the thorny branches
of greatest difficulty.
A disability label does not recognize this potential. It carries a stigma
with it that robs a person of feelings
of self-worth and forms a barrier
against close relationships with other
people. The person under the label
has the same needs everyone has to
belong, to feel loved, to be needed,
and to enjoy the kinds of relationships
that give life its meaning and purpose.
As long as this individual is considered "different," fear will keep the
label in place and most of his or her
Evangelical Visitor

The Marathon

needs will remain hidden, along with
many assets.
Everyone belonging to Christ has
assets and gifts, both natural and spiritual. As Paul wrote to the Ephesians,
". .. to each one of us grace has been
given as Christ apportioned it" (Ephesians 4:7). The phrase "each one of
us" leaves no one out. And God's
gifts are given for the benefit of the
entire church. It is our connection to
one another as well as to Christ himself that brings about growth.
To ignore or pass over a person's
gifts because of a disability label or
some other perceived difference is to
remove a part of the body or to deaden a nerve. The result will be disability for the church.
A ramp to the heart
Ramping the church will not
remove the disability of prejudice, or
of pre-judging someone as "different"
because of one or two characteristics.
Before the person with a disability
can function as a vital part of the
church, God's people must also ramp
their hearts. They must dismantle
their labeling machines and discard
the labels along with the prejudices
that go with them. They must look
past the disability to see the person's
spiritual and emotional needs as well
as the physical ones, and to discover
the gifts he or she has for the rest of
the body.
Next time you see someone in a
wheelchair rolling in your direction,
remember that we are all "different"
in some way. But in our shared humanity, we are more alike than we
are different. Put out a ramp to your
July 1993

heart and open the door to a new relationship. Smile and say "Good morning," or whatever you would say to
anyone else. If you are on a first name
basis with this person, hazard a hug—
but do so gently. If you are standing,
find a place to sit, or kneel to eye
level and visit for a while.
A wheelchair is not a chrome-plated tank armed for battle. A walker is
not a Gatling gun. A disability is not
a high stone wall or a barbed-wire
fence. It is only a shadow. If you step
across you may be surprised to find
an individual with a gift of creativity,
a person with an active mind, or
someone who can minister to you.
And you may find just the friend
you've been looking for.

Bruising stones
mar the course
of the marathon I run.
Thorns and gnarly branches
tear at my sides, ruthless
holes hide in ambush.
There is no stadium
here, no cheering crowd,
no finish line in view. This
is the long race, the run
as long as life.
Run by my side
if you are my friend,
match your stride with mine
and lend your strength, run
until you feel the sting
of blisters on your feet,
and gasp for thinning air.
Run a mile or two
with me, share your visions
of the goal, tell me
I do not run
alone.
Marilyn Black Phemister

Marilyn Phemister is a freelance writer
living in Lamed, Kansas. Her article "Is your
church for everyone?" appeared in the March
1992 Visitor. She is the author of First John:
A Guide to Fellowship with God and The
Voice of a Windmill, both published by Star
Books Inc., Wilson, North Carolina.
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is making its
pitch on a television commercial. "Europeans get
four weeks of vacation; in Australia
people get a month plus extra vacation pay; but here in the U.S.A. most
of us get only two weeks off." The
point of the ad is that you ought to
make the most of your limited vacation time by flying where you want
to go. Using their airline, of course!
If you are like me, no matter how
many days of vacation you have
(never enough it seems), you look
forward to vacation as a chance to
take a break from the normal round
of activities and obligations. But
then what happens? Plans often
become too ambitious and end up
depleting the budget and everyone's
patience. As a result, families return
more tired than when they left.

A

LARGE AIRLINE

What can you do to prevent this?
What follows are some goals to consider that, if included, can help
make your next vacation one of your
best ever. Rather than adding stress
to your itinerary, as too many
"extras" can do, these objectives
will do just the opposite—they'll
help you enjoy your vacation more.
Relaxation
Many of us spend much of our
vacation time driving to exotic
places, packing three days' worth of
sites into single outings, and spending what it took us the rest of the
year to save. Why? Maybe because
we feel guilty if we aren't busy. We
have become so good at the workaholic lifestyle that we've forgotten
how to enjoy times of relaxation.

As further evidence of our
always-on-the-go attitude, we sometimes find it difficult to slow down
even on Sundays. We forget the wisdom of the ancient Hebrews who
said that after six days of creating
the universe, God rested. If the Creator needed time to recover from
work, how much more you and I
need it.
Keep this principle in mind when
planning your vacation. Don't fill up
every minute with scheduled activity. Leave significant time for simply
goofing off—stretching out to
snooze, lingering over a cup of coffee, making a detour on your
planned itinerary just because you
feel like taking the "scenic route."
Do whatever helps you relax.

WH(§IM®EOI
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Adventure
Dulled minds and spirits need to
be freed from boredom, they thirst
for rejuvenation. Many people look
forward to vacation as a chance to
see the new, the different, the exotic,
maybe even to visit faraway places
with strange sounding names.
The best vacations may not take
you to the South Pacific, but they
will give you something interesting
to talk about when you get home.
And what you mostly will talk about
are the unusual, the adventurous
experiences. Build adventure into
vacation time by inviting the unexpected into your well-laid plans.
One way to do that is to explore
places you've never been to and
maybe never heard about. Not long
ago I heard a radio interview with a
travel expert who said that the best
way to experience Paris is to "get
lost." Throw away your map, he recommended. Just start walking.
You'll soon find yourself at a sidewalk cafe asking for directions.
You'll enjoy the charm of the surroundings as well as the conversation with people you would otherwise never have met.
The same adventurous spirit that
helps you "get lost" can apply to
other situations. You say you've
always wanted to water ski? Get out
there and give it a try! Do things
you haven't done before. Cut loose.
Laugh. Be silly. Be daring.
Learning
The same travel expert who recommended getting lost in Paris had
something to say about traveling
with an open mind. He said he
always wanted to come back from
his travels a changed man. If his
encounter with places and people
didn't challenge his prejudices,
didn't give him a new perspective
on things, then what, he wondered,
was the point of it?

True, not every vacation includes
travel to far-off places. But even a
trip to a neighboring state or city
will enable you to meet people with
customs, traditions, and opinions
different from your own. The freedom available to you in such surroundings is freedom from captivity
to ignorance and to your own biases.
It's also a good time to learn
some things yourself. This kind of
learning usually happens when you
spend some time in solitude. Time
spent alone during your vacation
will help you take a fresh look at
your life, at your goals, your relationships.
Worship
Granted, this one won't appear on
most people's list of what they want
from a vacation. Worship probably
won't appear on the list of most
Christians, for that matter. Nevertheless, vacation time offers a unique
opportunity for experiencing the
presence of God.
Remember that one of the primary elements of worship is wonder.
The holiness of God is a divine
mystery that fills the worshiper with
awe. As I have peered down into the
depths of the Grand Canyon,
watched huge waves breaking on a
New Jersey beach, seen a golden
eagle soaring below me as I stood
on a Rocky Mountain peak, I have
understood how the psalmist was
inspired to write: "O Lord, our Lord,
how majestic is thy name in all the
earth!"
Many vacations include time
spent out of doors, where the natural
world constantly points to its Creator. Be alert for moments of awe
and wonder as you see and hear the
wondrous variety and beauty of creation. They provide a unique kind of
worship experience.

Service
What does service have to do
with vacations? Service involves
work, and work is one of the things
we want to take a vacation from,
right?
Well, yes and no. Yes, service
does imply work; but, no, not the
kind of work many of us need a
break from. In fact, spending part of
your vacation time in service to others can be one of the most refreshing, personally renewing things you
can do. I remember talking with a
friend who had just come back from
a week as a volunteer at a camp for
mentally retarded children. Carl was
as excited as I had ever seen him.
Yes, the week had been demanding;
a man of middle age, Carl was tired,
he was glad to be home. But what a
personal reward the week had been
for him! The kids loved him. He had
earned the title of "designated hugger." Carl's face lit up when he
described what had happened that
week.
There are almost unlimited
opportunities for service during
vacations. Young people can volunteer time at local playgrounds. Summer camping programs of all kinds
are always in need of people with
time to give. Church organizations
sponsor work projects, domestic and
abroad.
Incorporating all five ingredients—relaxation, adventure, learning, worship, and service—into one
vacation will not always be possible.
But most of us can do a better job of
blending these ingredients into a
wholesome mix that can provide
both physical and spiritual refreshment. Doing so will allow vacation
time to be "freedom" time—freedom from the routine of work and
freedom for renewal of our total
selves.

Kenneth Gibble is a Church of the Brethren pastor and freelance author.
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Zambian
Brethren
in Christ
bishop
reflects on
church's
ministry
during last
year's
drought
.by Harriet Bicksler
"Whenever I thought I couldn't
give anything more, I remembered
Jesus' words, 'Whatever you do for
the least of these, you do for me.'"
Enock Shamapani, bishop of the
Brethren in Christ Church in Zambia,
described how he and his wife handled the many requests for assistance
they received during the height of last
year's drought.
Realizing as early as April 1992
the potential for mass hunger among
his people, Bishop Shamapani contacted Mennonite Central Committee.
"We knew the government had begun
to prepare for the drought, and we
said, 'Let us as a church also share in
helping to reduce the hunger.'"
MCC responded with food and
seeds valued at $278,000 U.S.
/$355,000 Cdn. "I thank the brothers
and sisters of North America who
have maybe sacrificed a meal or
things they would have bought in
order to share with those in need,"
said Bishop Shamapani.
The bishop described last year's
drought as "the severest in many,
14

A rural Zambian woman and children sow seeds. The rains have returned
to Zambia, but memories of last year's severe drought linger.

many years." Although drought covered the whole of Zambia, the southern part, where most Brethren in
Christ churches are located, was most
affected. "There was no single area
where people harvested any maize,"
he said.
Bishop Shamapani admitted "life
has never been so difficult as it was
this past year." He talked about the
financial strain the drought had
placed on the church. He also
described the anguish village people
felt when they could not offer food
to guests as is their custom. When he
visited in the villages, he found people were less and less able to share.
When he looked in their maize bins,
they were empty. "People would
apologize and apologize because they
couldn't feed you. It was that kind of
situation that told us we needed to do
something."
Zambia's government, in cooperation with international agencies,
entrusted churches, particularly their
health institutions, with direct food
distribution. In the past, food distributed by the government was free,
but this time people worked on community projects, receiving food in
return. Bishop Shamapani reported a

new pride on the part of the people.
"We don't want to be dependent; we
want to work," they said.
This government-church partnership in food distribution has given the
church new opportunities for witness.
From the beginning, Bishop Shamapani was convinced of the church's
responsibility to help feed hungry
people. "You can't just say to people,
'We'll pray for you.' We should go
beyond our prayers and minister to
people in a holistic way like Christ
did. He healed the sick. When he saw
people were hungry he fed them. And
when it was time to preach to them,
he'd preach to them as well."
As a result of the food distribution
and the Food for Work program,
according to Bishop Shamapani,
more people have come to church,
and "we look at that as an opportunity to witness. This drought has taught
us many things. It has increased our
faith in God's ability to provide for
us, and it has made us more dependent on God."
A member of the MCC U.S. board, Harriet
Bicksler traveled in Zambia in December
1992. She is from Mechanicsburg, Pa., and is
a member of the Grantham (Pa.) congregation.
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UR PARENTS SEPARATED when
I was 13 and my sister, Olga,
was 16 years old. Until that
time, we had quite a privileged
upbringing, living well in Bogota,
Colombia, attending the best schools,
traveling to Europe. But suddenly our
privileged childhood was gone forever. Our father sent no money to support the family, and what little our
mother could earn did not go far
among the four of us (we have a
brother, Gabriel, who was 17 at the
time).

Then came the day that our mother became ill. Without warning, at 2
A.M., she became suddenly very sick.
There was only one dollar in the
house, but Olga and Gabriel took that
money and assured me that I
could go back to sleep;
they would take our
mother to the
hospital and
everything
would be all
right.
When
they arrived
at the hospital, our mother did receive
prompt medical
attention. The doctors
explained to Olga and
Gabriel that their mom just had no
fight left in her. She literally had no
will to live, so she died. At 5 A.M.,
Olga and Gabriel returned to the
house; and told me that our mother
had died. My grief, though great, was
not paralyzing. I just wanted to go on
to school where I could be with
friends who would share my sorrow.
Even though I had not yet given my
heart to the Lord, I did not realize
such a lack in my life. I had friends.
On the other hand, Olga was feeling devastated. She felt the responsibility of keeping the family together
and going, with no job and no money.
Even the bus fare home from the hospital was given them by the doctors
because they had no money. We
couldn't even retrieve the body from
the hospital or make funeral arrangements without money. Finally some
elderly aunts gave a parcel of land for
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a burial site. Our father came to the
funeral home, paid the expenses, but
deducted the amount from our mother's pension. We met him there for
the first time in several years. He
smiled and acted concerned, but we
felt that he was the one who had let
our mother die. Olga says, "It was
hatred that kept me going."
Our father stayed with us for two
weeks, but we saw very little of him.
We soon realized that he was an alcoholic and that we were better off without him. He began stripping the apartment of anything of value so he could
pay his creditors. One day he went
away and never came back. Our
apartment was like a torture chamber,

full of memories of the mother we
had loved and lost. Even the way the
pictures were hung reminded us of
her. Soon our utilities were cut off,
because we couldn't pay the bills. We
stayed with friends most of the time,
returning to the apartment at intervals
only to get clothing we needed. Eventually Gabriel did find a job, and that
enabled us to pay some utility bills.
During this time we began finding
business cards slipped under our
apartment door reading "Bob and
Carol Geiger." Unknown to us, one of
our mother's friends had told them of
our situation. The Geigers wanted to
help us, but they could never find us
at home. One day Bob did find
Gabriel in and visited him for awhile.
Our upbringing had taught us to be
very suspicious of other religions. We

also had a great prejudice against
North Americans. But this was not
our first contact with the Brethren in
Christ. Just the day before our mother had died, Martha Molina, a woman
from the Brethren in Christ congregation had come to visit her. God had
been at work even back then to bring
us to himself.
One day a woman from the church
invited me to Bible study, and I decided to go. While I was there, I accepted Jesus. I knew it was real; I could
feel it when I prayed. When I returned
home that day, I had a Bible under
my arm and a big smile on my face.
But this only alienated me from my
brother and sister. In their loneliness
and misery, they tried to manipulate
me. They teased me so much
about reading the Bible
that I had to hide
when I did. But
they had to
notice how
the church
people
cared about
me, inviting
me out.
I invited
Olga repeatedly
to come with me.
Finally she agreed to
come to Bible study. There
she met the Brethren in Christ
people, and the Geigers invited us to
lunch. This was to become a pattern.
Somehow, Bob would frequently find
us on the street and invite us home for
lunch. Olga was still suspicious, and
it took a long time for us to learn that
we could trust these gringos. It was
little Joanna who finally conquered
Olga's heart. She began attending
church and feeling more comfortable
with both the people she met and the
teachings she heard there. Even
though she was not in agreement with
much of the teaching of the church,
she finally prayed a prayer to receive
Christ. The important factor for her
was the testimony of love the people
had given: "I didn't come to know
Jesus first; I came to know people
who knew Jesus." This love had

continued on page 17
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od at work in our world
Excess baggage
Inter-office memo from Carol Rotz to
Graybill Brubaker—Grantham, Pa.
Joe Miller called this morning to give
us an update on his daughter Edith's extra
pieces of baggage which she had taken
when she returned to Zambia. Apparently Edie had been told by the airline that
she would need to pay $125 each for the
eight pieces of extra baggage. [Ed. note:
this might sound excessive to some, but
you can't travel to many mission points
around the world without being asked by
people here to carry "just a small parcel"
for their particular missionary or national friend—or being asked by those in
their country of service to bring this or
that badly needed item which is unavailable there.] She went to the airport prepared to pay the $1000. She had also been
told that she might need to open—and
then re-secure—any or all of the boxes at
any airport along the way.
However, when she checked in at Harrisburg, the agent did not require her to
open any of the boxes. He also told her
that since there were three people in her
party (she was traveling with Don and
Marlene Shafer), he would charge her for
only two of the pieces. He then proceeded to say that since it was Easter Sunday,
he would charge for only one piece. And
so Edie had to pay only $125 for the
excess baggage. Praise the Lord!

Unrecruited
Becky Garver—Caracas, Venezuela
We had been pleased to have a young
19-year-old—I'll call him Victor—join
the ranks of the Montalban youth group
in recent months. The only Christian in
his family, he risked the anger of his
mother in coming regularly to meetings
and activities.
In April we took the group on a weekend retreat to the beach. Returning Sunday evening tired and sunburned but
happy, we were stopped at a certain military checkpoint. Such checks are not
unusual, and we all prepared to show our
identification papers. Victor, however,
did not have proper documentation of his
identity, and so he was kept in their custody—not an uncommon "recruitment"
procedure.
We had no recourse but to continue
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on our way to Caracas, praying for Victor
as we went and arriving about 7:30 p.m.
By that time we leaders had decided that
we must do something more about this
situation. Victor's unbelieving and already upset family would not likely take
the news that we had lost their son very
graciously. And so Pastor Jose" (Otamendi) and Deacon Ernesto turned around
and traveled back the two long hours to
the checkpoint. They talked a long while
to the men in charge, praying silently as
they did. Finally the men released Victor
and they returned to Caracas, praising the
Lord for his faithfulness.

Out of the past
Lois Raser—Guadalajara, Mexico
Sixteen years ago in Jerez, a family
of five male children were among the first
residents of the Children's Home. Soon
after we arrived in Guadalajara, one of
them, Juan, showed up, stayed a few
weeks and disappeared. To our surprise in
February he came again, this time from
Reynoza, changed—tall, confident, employed, a prize-winning boxer. After
being with us for that brief time he had
decided to go straight, learned that he
could box and gained prestige. Now he
brought his younger brother Chui, who
was beginning with a gang and drugs.
Juan had made Chui cut his long hair; he
wanted to leave him with us to be reformed also. Beatriz felt that she did not
need another problem, but Chui stayed.
He is learning the baking trade from Benito and behaving.
Beatriz is on her feet again [after
surgery for the cancer which has attacked
her face], patience deeply tried. The loss
of normal speech is a terrible blow to her;
she is Job humiliated in his own household and unable to sit in honor among
the elders. The doctors have delayed
inserting the prosthesis which should
close her palate. Dr. Esparza came to pray
for the eye dislocated from the operation,
and it slipped back into place. Praise God
for that! Her appearance is improved.
Against a backdrop of very deep personal distress this past year, special blessings have been granted. Some of you
know that my planned trip to Australia,
made possible by funds supplied by
friends, was aborted at the last moment
by Beatriz's illness. But in March I was
able to travel with family and friends to

Israel on a Nathan Meyer Bible Prophecy
Association tour—two weeks on an
unforgettable trip. Blessings on those
whose love made that possible.

Breaking ground
John Graybill—Osaka, Japan
Monday was the big day, our groundbreaking ceremony for the new wedding
chapel and our future home. It was cold
for April 12, but the company had raised
a nice sized tent to hold about 40 people.
This was my first real "test" of using
polite Japanese and performing a ceremony in front of a number of dignitaries:
the assistant mayor of the city, the local
bank president, the presidents of the
architectural firm and the contracting
company (with 1,000 employees), my
boss and all the section chiefs of our company and other invited guests. I wore my
robe for the first time.
That morning in my 6:00 a.m. walk I
must have gone around that tent 20 times,
praying every step, asking the Lord to
give us a special blessing of quietness,
confidence and assurance for the day.
Lucille and I were the only Christians,
yet I presented a 15-minute message on
the Bible, the cross and the necessity of
our faith in God.
God really answered our prayers. I
was hardly nervous at all: just tried to
forget who was sitting in front of me and
was "my own little self by God's grace.
Later we heard many wonderful comments on how people understood for the
first time the meaning of the cross and
why it is used on church buildings, why
the Bible is so important in our lives and
why we need such chapels. Praise God, it
was a great experience. Later we had several hours in the coffee shop with 8 or 10
of the guests asking many questions
about the Christian faith and what we
plan to do here.
A Bible will be put in the foundation
of the chapel when construction begins
May 10, and a wooden cross will be
placed under the roof (the Japanese often
place Shinto papers and a flag under the
roof of a new building). Another cross
will sit atop the roof after the building is
completed. These are just symbols, but
we pray they will come to have rich
meaning to many who work, live and
come here to utilize our services.
•
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Perla's story

by A. Ruth Lehman

continued from page 15

drawn her little by little to her Savior
and Lord.
The hatred toward her father that
had been her energy in those dark
days did not leave immediately. For
awhile Olga lived a double life. Even
though she wanted to give her heart to
the Lord, the hatred that had been
growing there so long had to be broken. Bob would tell her, "Give all
your pain and hurt to the Lord and
accept God as your father." It sounded easy, but it wasn't. Finally Olga
and Gabriel had a terrible fight, and
she was ready to accept Bob and
Carol's invitation for us to come and
live with them. So that is why, when
Brother Henry and Sister Martha Ginder came to visit the missionaries in
early 1991 and join them in a retreat,
we were a part of the Geiger family.
Bob insisted that we also go on the
retreat. It was there that Olga finally
opened her heart completely to God.
This same person who had not shed a
tear when her mother died cried and
prayed from 2:00 in the afternoon
until 6:00 in the evening. We were all
crying and praying. It was a time of
brokenness and release.
Immediately after the retreat, we
attended a Youth Evangelism Congress in Bogota. We told our friends
what had happened at the retreat. The
leaders of the congress led us in committing every part of our bodies to
the Lord. We learned that love and
obedience were two sides of this new
relationship with Jesus Christ. And
we learned the excitement of sharing
our relationship with Jesus with others on the streets and in the parks by
using the little Four Spiritual Laws
booklets. We found people eager to
hear what we were ready to tell them.
Life is not perfect now. Gabriel
and Olga did overcome their pride
and reconcile (they had not spoken
since their fight). Gabriel is showing
a new sensitivity to spiritual things,
but obedience is hard for him. But we
want to give praise to God for the
way he has worked in our lives to
bring us to himself.
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Bedspreads,
Draperies, and Drapes
"The Missions Sewing Auxiliary (MSA) meets practical, human needs
by involving people in mission ministry and thus stimulates interest and
prayer for missions." This short definition drawn from the Policy Statement
of MSA, recently has among other things provided bedspreads, draperies,
and drapes—items which may or may not have been in the thoughts of
those who proposed the founding of the Women's Missions Sewing Auxiliary (WMSA) to the 1960 General Conference. Conference gave approval
and the WMSA was organized in 1961. The "Women's" was dropped
from the name by Conference approval in 1982.
By whatever name, MSA has provided hospital garments, bedding,
linens, furniture, and appliances for missions through the years. Some
congregations which do not have seamstresses have used creative ways to
be involved. Folks from Springvale, Canada, paid for material that those
at Cheapside sewed into pajamas for Africa. Winchester, Va., collected the
coins from offerings over a six-month period and purchased receiving
blankets for Wanezi, Zimbabwe. Baby showers have been given with the
layette items going to New York, Navajo Mission, or Lifeline Ministries.
Within the past year, missionaries from Venezuela, Colombia, Zambia,
and Zimbabwe expressed needs for pillowcases, bedspreads, draperies, and
curtains. More than 200 pillowcases have been sent to Macha Hospital. A
request from the Garvers in Venezuela was met by providing funds for
them to purchase window treatments while they were in the U. S. Funds
were sent to purchase material in Zambia for Millie Sollenberger to create
curtains for the homes of the Principal of Sikalongo, the Overseer, and the
Bishop.
Money was given to cover the cost of material for curtains Eva Brubaker made while in Zambia. The Montgomery, Pa. congregation made a
bedspread and draperies for the Siders in Mexico, which the recipients
described as "a work of art."
A request for surgery linens from the Mtshabezi Hospital, Zimbabwe
contained a detailed list of sizes and material. I took a few samples to a
sewing day at Chambersburg, Pa. and showed the largest sample to a
nurse sewing at the machine next to me.
She examined it and stated, 'They use this for drapes."
"Oh, no," I replied, thinking only in the line of the above draperies.
"They're for surgery."
She explained drapes cover the person in surgery, not windows! Working with MSA is a learning experience!
At any rate, bedspreads, draperies, drapes, sleep sofas in London and
laundry equipment for Timber Bay are a few of the ways MSA is fulfilling the purpose approved by the 1960 General Conference.
A. Ruth Lehman is secretary of MSA.
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Following is the text of the new peace statement adopted by the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) Board at
its February 1993 Annual Meeting. (For more information about the statement, see the editorial on page 31.)

"A Commitment to
Christ's Way of Peace
I. INTRODUCTION

In 1950, delegates from Mennonite and Brethren in
Christ church bodies in North America met at Winona
Lake, Indiana, to consider their commitment to the biblical way of peace. Their "Declaration of Christian Faith
and Commitment" stands as a testimony which has guided our churches in the past forty years.
Much has changed in our world since 1950, and we
as churches have also changed. While the people of God
have given a strong witness to peace during this time, the
forces of violence have not diminished. We have seen a
vast growth in technological means of destruction, with
the development of nuclear bombs and missile systems.
We have experienced wars in which highly sophisticated weapons distanced many soldiers from seeing the
enemy as human beings. While the East-West power
struggle which led to a massive build-up in destructive
capacity has ended, conflicts between rival groups threaten the hope for peace in many parts of our globe. People
everywhere long for an end to war and strife.
As our congregations have reached out to become
more diverse, we have grown in our awareness of the
effects of sin and the need to be peacemakers. We have
learned that violence can be done not only in warfare, but
also through economic structures. We have seen the
world's fragile ecosystem endangered by careless treatment of the natural environment. We have struggled
against the effects of racism. We have come to realize
that violence can reach into our churches and into our
families.
As our churches have done at various points in history, we find it helpful to once again state clearly our
convictions regarding the church's calling to be God's
people of peace. We look toward the future with hope
because of God's promise to be with us in all situations.
We are committed to speaking clearly and courageously as messengers of the good news in a troubled world.
Recognizing our own sinfulness, and relying on God's
grace and strength, we make the following affirmations
and commitments.
II. OUR CONVICTIONS:

1. We believe that God created the world and all its
inhabitants as good. Despite human sin, God in Christ,
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through the Holy Spirit continues to offer forgiveness
and reconciliation to all. As we personally acknowledge
our sinfulness and repent, we are reconciled to God
through Christ our Savior, united with the church community, and entrusted with the ministry of reconciliation.
(Acts 2; 2 Cor. 5.)
2. We believe that through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God has saved us and proclaimed peace to us. This message of peace is central to
our witness to God's suffering love which is redeeming
the world. (Is. 53; Luke 1-2; Matt. 5-7; Eph. 2.)
3. We believe that God calls the church to demonstrate by its life the gospel of peace, which it has received
through the reconciling work of Jesus Christ, the Prince
of Peace. Nurtured by the Holy Spirit, the church gives
this witness through expressions of love, peace and justice within its own community and beyond. We believe
that God is creating a people—the church—as a sign of
God's renewal of the world. (1 Cor. 12-14; 1 Peter 2-3;
1 John.)
4. We believe that peace is the will of God, and
that there is no peace without justice. God calls us to
abandon hatred, strife and violence in all human relations, whether between individuals, within the family,
within the church, among nations and races, or between
religious factions, and to pursue a just peace for God's
whole creation. (Is. 2:1-5; Rom. 12-14.)
III. OUR COMMITMENTS:

We have chosen to follow Jesus as our Lord, and to
serve him as disciples. As his representatives, we are
called to be peacemakers. This call encompasses all of
life, requiring certain attitudes, duties and commitments.
We recognize that the strength to pursue these goals
comes from God, as we together seek God's will in the
context of a spiritual community. Asking for God's grace
and guidance, we adopt these commitments as a definition of our path and direction.
1. We strive to share with all people the good news
that the grace of God in Jesus Christ, experienced in
forgiveness and discipleship, changes lives and enables
us to be peacemakers. Our love and ministry reach out to
all, regardless of race, religion or status, whether friend
or foe.
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2. We seek to build up the church as a community
of love, which welcomes people of every race, class,
sex and nation, uniting even those who were enemies.
Though the church in its human expressions remains
imperfect, it is the body of Christ, heralding the reign of
God. Membership in this body which transcends national boundaries unites believers throughout the world in
communion and witness.
3. We will contribute to the relief of human need
and suffering by giving ourselves and our resources.
The needs of our world and the cries of people in many
places for justice call us to respond as Jesus did, with
compassion. At the same time we recognize our own
spiritual and moral poverty and seek to receive the gifts
that others, some of whom may be materially poorer
than we are, have to share with us.
4. We will live in relationships of love and mutual
respect. We seek to model such relationships in our
homes, churches and work places, and to refrain from
behavior which violates and abuses others physically or
emotionally. In the spirit of Christ, we will oppose and
seek to correct abusive relationships within our church
family.
5. We will pray for and witness to those in authority over our countries. We recognize that governing
authorities have an ordering role in society. Some of us
may be called to ministries of reconciliation, relief of
human need and protection of the environment through
service within governmental institutions. As Christians
and citizens, we strive to live consistently according to
the values of God's reign, and so we offer our witness to
the state, reminding those in authority that they are called
by God to use their power in ways that are constructive
and life-giving rather than violent and life-destroying. As
Christians we are keenly aware of our primary allegiance to follow the way of God which may at times
conflict with the demands of government.
6. We will strive to show by our lives that war is an
unacceptable way to solve human conflict. This calls us
to refuse to support war, or to participate in military service. When war or war preparations lead to the conscription of ourselves, our money, or our property, we
will seek alternative ways to serve humanity and our
countries in the spirit of Christ. We support ministries of
conciliation which search for peaceful resolution of conflicts. Recognizing the subtle ways in which our loyalties
and resources can be conscripted in modern industrial
states, we will strive to continually examine our complicity in systems which treat others as enemies.
7. We will resist evil and oppression in the nonviolent spirit of Jesus. Our stand against unjust treatment of
people employs the "weapons" demonstrated by Jesus—
love, truth, forgiveness and the willingness to suffer
rather than inflict suffering. Our witness anticipates
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God's transformative power in human hearts and institutions. In loving resistance we will stand with people in
their struggle against the power of sin, and proclaim the
liberation and reconciliation which come with the rule of
God.
8. We will work together to discern what God's
reign means for our lifestyles and economic systems.
As Christians we are called to be compassionate and
just in our economic practices, domestically and internationally, and to critique all economic systems according to their impact on the poor. In our nations military
expenditures are used to sustain and shape our economic systems. We seek to resist being trapped by the consumerism so prevalent in our societies, and to live modestly as witnesses against greed and militarism.
9. We will work to restore the earth which God has
created. God made the earth good, and wills the redemption of the whole creation. The threats to the future of the
creation posed by nuclear weapons and environmental
degradation are the result of human sinfulness. We seek
to live in sustainable ways as inhabitants of the earth, and
to respect all of God's creation.
10. We submit ourselves to the study of Scripture,
the giving and receiving of counsel, and the practice of
prayer, as ways to receive the gift of God's peace. Our
world is confronted with problems which are beyond
the power of unaided human reason and resources to
solve. Jesus relied on prayer in his ministry, and continues to intercede for us. In humility we confess that Christ
shows us the way and provides strength, guidance and
comfort as we walk in the way of peace.
IV. OUR HOPE:
We thank God for the many opportunities we find to
learn from diverse peoples around the globe. We yearn to
work together in the ministry of peacemaking with all
Christians. We are grateful for the faithfulness of all
God's people who have sought to follow the way of
Jesus Christ, and for our own tradition which has
affirmed Christ's way of love and nonresistance, expressed again in these declarations and commitments.
In humility we confess our failures in following
this way, and our shortcomings in both demonstrating
and proclaiming Christ's love. As we renew our commitment to Christ's way, we acknowledge our need for
God's grace and each other's help in learning and obeying. With the hope that God gives us, we once more
commit ourselves to live holy lives worthy of our calling
and to discover anew Christ's message of reconciliation
and peace for the world today.
•

19

Qtiurchf\Jews
continues to be a partner in the pastoral
ministry. Pastor Stuart began full-time
ministry with an interdenominational
group in 1982 and then became pastor at
Light House Brethren in Christ Church in
1988.

Janet Peifer ordained
Janet M. Peifer was ordained to the
Christian ministry on Sunday evening,
Nov. 1, 1992. The service of ordination
was held at the Refton Brethren in Christ
Church with Bishop Warren Hoffman
officiating. Dr. George P. Kimber delivered the ordination sermon. Assisting in
the service was Refton's interim pastor,
Rev. J. Earl Musser, Paul L. Garber, Minister of Music, and Janet's father, Rev.
Paul M. Witmer.
Janet and her husband, Elvin H.
Peifer, of Willow Street, Pa., have been
members of the Refton congregation
since 1970. Janet graduated from Messiah College in 1988 with a B.A. in Religion, and from Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Philadelphia in 1992 with
a Master of Divinity degree. Janet served
in lay leadership positions in the Refton
congregation since 1970 and began service on the pastoral staff in June of 1988.
She presently serves as Pastor of Care
and Counseling at the Refton Church and
as Associate Pastor at Landis Homes and
Retirement Community, Lititz, Pa.. They
are the parents of two children—Lori,
wife of Rev. Kevin Harris, Adrian, Michigan; and Scott, a recent Christian Ministries graduate of Messiah College, living in Willow Street, Pa.

Charles Stuart ordained
Charles (Dick) R. Stuart, pastor of

John Walker ordained
John P. Walker was ordained to the
Christian ministry on Sunday morning
April 18, at the Lakeview Community
Brethren in Christ Church, Goodrich,
Mich. Rev. Randy Singbeil, associate
pastor of the First Baptist Church, Sudbury, Canada, preached the sermon. Rev.
Singbeil, a close friend of John, was a
fellow-student while in college and seminary. Bishop Glenn Ginder led in the
ordination rites.
Pastor Walker received his Bachelor
of Theology degree from Emmanuel
Bible College in 1985. He pastored the
Bridlewood Brethren in Christ in Toronto, Canada, for three years (from 198790) and was part-time associate in the
same congregation for a brief time prior
to that. He is in his first term as pastor of
the Lakeview Community Church. He
currently serves as secretary of the local
Goodrich Ministerial Association.
John and his wife Bonnie (White) are
parents of two daughters: Charity (6) and
Stephanie (3).

mus, Bill Miller, Vernon Martin, and
Doris Martin.
Rev. Holland spent seven of his elementary years in Africa with his parents.
Since 1985 he has served as a missionary
in Caracas, Venezuela. For five and a half
years he co-pastored with Gordon
Gilmore at the Montalban Church and for
one and a half years served as lead pastor.
Michael received a Master's degree
from Ashland Theological Seminary in
May 1993. He and his wife Sherry (Jackson) are parents of three children: Sarah
(7), Victoria (4) and Alex (2).

Mike Martinelli ordained
Mike Martinelli was ordained to Ac
Christian ministry on Sunday aftemooB,
May 23, at the Cumberland Valley
Church. Reflections about Mike's DBBistry were given by Rev. Doug Demh
from Ashland, Ohio. Rev. Dembo b
been a friend of Mike's since Mike wasa
teenager and has served as a mentor a

Light House Brethren in Christ Church,

Michael Holland ordained

ministry for Mike. Bishop John Hawbak-

Alta Loma, Calif., was ordained as a minister of the gospel by Bishop Louis Cober
on Jan. 17,1993. Pastor Stuart placed his
personal faith in Jesus Christ on a Sunday
morning in 1952 and received water baptism the following Easter. While he felt a
call to ministry early in life, the call was
suppressed until he again clearly heard
the call at the age of 30 to "feed my
sheep."
In 1960 he married Christine, who

Michael R. Holland was ordained to
the Christian ministry on Sunday afternoon, April 25, at the Fairview Brethren
in Christ Church, Englewood, Ohio. Dr.
Fred Holland, Mike's father, preached
the sermon and Bishop Glenn Ginder led
the ordination rite. Rev. Gordon Gilmore
presented the ordination charge to Rev.
Holland. Others who assisted in the service were Sam Hollingsworth, Grace
Holland, Howard Garver, Connie Pal-

er conducted the ordination ritual.
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Mike received a Master of Divinity
degree from Ashland Theological Seminary. He was Director of Youth and
Young Adults at the Carlisle Brethren in
Christ Church for three years and is now
serving as Youth Pastor at the Cumberland Valley Church, a position which he
began in 1991.
Mike and Nedra have two sons, Kevin
and Scott.
Evangelical Visitor

E.V. Timelines^

Allegheny Conference
Rally Day on May 16 at the Air Hill church,
Chambersburg, Pa., included a mini-musical by
the children, the bell choir, orchestra, choir, and
a drama by the youth. • On May 2 the Fairview
Ave. congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., had a
Christian education recognition and dessert with
speaker Dan Houck, music by the Heritage
Academy Choir, and a drama by Matt Olver. On
May 23 Don Shafer spoke about his trip to
Africa. • The youth of the Five Forks church,
Waynesboro, presented a May 26 missions program. • "Sowing and Reaping" was the theme of
the May 13 mother-daughter banquet of the Hollowell church, Waynesboro, with speaker Nellie
Schuit. The Senior Choir presented the musical
"If My People" on May 16. • Kathy Parsons
gave a mini-concert to the Iron Springs congregation, Fairfield, Pa., on May 30.
Pastor Herr prepared lunch on May 9 for the
mothers of the Martinsburg, Pa., church. In the
evening the congregation saw the video, "What
Wives Wish Their Husbands Knew About
Women." • The Mt. Rock church, Chambersburg, Pa., hosted the May 8 Allegheny Conference Women in Leadership seminar. • The May
16 "Sunday School on Parade" at the New Guilford church, Chambersburg, included decorations, displays, handmade Bible story banners,
presentations, and songs. • On May 16 the
Springhope congregation, Schellsburg, Pa.,
joined the Woodbury, Pa., congregation for a
missions conference with Rev. and Mrs. Graybill
Brubaker and Fannie McBeth. • The Van Lear
church, Williamsport, Md., planned a May 22
yard sale. Bishop Kipe spoke on May 23.

Atlantic Conference
Ron Spillards, Welsh evangelist, spoke May
2 at the Cross Roads church, Mount Joy, Pa. •
The Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation hosted a
June 6 retirement celebration for Allen and
Leoda Buckwalter from Far East Broadcasting
Co. • The youth of the Fairland congregation,
Cleona, Pa., presented the musical "My Place in
This World" on May 23. • After a May 19 meal
at the Harrisburg, Pa., church, Harriet Bicksler
presented the premier showing of the new MCC
video "The Double Harvest" about how the
Brethren in Christ Church in Zambia responded
to the 1992 drought. • One person was baptized
June 6 into the fellowship of the Hummelstown,
Pa., church. • Approximately 34 teams were
hosted May 22 for the annual quiz tourney at
the Lancaster, Pa., church.
Janet Peifer spoke at the May 13 motherdaughter banquet of the Manheim, Pa., church.
• Douglas Kelchner has been named new senior
pastor of the Manor church, Mountville, Pa.,
and will begin in September. • On May 2 the
Mastersonville congregation, Manheim, saw a
multi-media presentation by Chambersburg area
youth about opportunities for summer service. •
The theme of the May 10 mother-daughter banquet at the Mt Pleasant church, Mount Joy, Pa.,
was "Tea Pot Ministry." Warren Hoffman led
renewal services May 19-23. • "The Plant Doctor," Noel Falk, spoke at the ladies' spring banquet May 15 at the Palmyra, Pa., church. • On
May 16 the Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa., had
an all-church hike and evening picnic and vesper
service. • May was Family Month at the Refton,
Pa., church. The May 23 sermon was "From
July 1993

100 Years Ago
July 1, 1893 issue—In her article "Personal Religion" H. Frances
Davidson warns of the dangers of growing up too sheltered within
the church: "It is true that in the body of the church there must be
union, harmony; but that can best be secured, and only perfectly so,
by each having the mind of Christ, by taking him as a personal Savior and having our own individuality hidden in him, not in the
family or the visible church. A personal religion is positively essential to a true faith, and it is frequently best secured by seemingly
unfavorable surroundings.... Each person that desires to do effectual work for the Master must be so established in Christ that he will
not be moved although the whole world go in a contrary direction."

75 Years Ago
July 1 and 15, 1918 issue—T.A. and Mary Long reflect on brethren forms of evangelism and ministry: "Our system of evangelizing
is merely an apology. There is not much self-denial for ministering
brethren to go into well-organized districts where the brethren are
rich and can afford to raise a good purse, and have all the congenial
surroundings that the flesh desires... . But to go out among entire
strangers, from house to house . . . is quite different, yet there is a
sense of sweetness and blessing that is enjoyable when one feels the
nearness of the Holy Spirit to lead and comfort."

50 Years Ago
July 19, 1943 issue—E.J. Swalm in "Camp Meetings": "We are
told that Camp Meetings had their birth with the fiery evangelism
of the Methodist Church.... Within the last decade the Brethren in
Christ Church has observed a definite need for this phase of Christian service.... A holiness Camp Meeting is one of the most effective ways of promoting the teaching of Scriptural holiness throughout the brotherhood as well as helping other Christians who will be
associated therewith. And if there is one doctrine that has a neglected emphasis in this century above another it is the old Biblical
Wesleyan doctrine of heart purity and entire sanctification."

25 Years Ago
July 1, 1968 issue—listed as graduating magna cum laude from
Messiah College were: Mary E. Walters, Lucille A. Lehman,
Martha L. Brubaker, and Dale R. Bicksler; cum laude graduates
were Lois E. Thuma, Harriet A. Sider, Kenneth M. Lenhert, Carl J.
Raser, and Warren Hoffman.

10 Years Ago
July 1983 issue—In the editorial "A declaration of dependence"
the current editor notes: "After I complete work on this issue, Linda
and I plan to draw up a list of the various ways she, I, and the family are currently relying on the Lord and on fellow believers. Then
we will celebrate our dependence on the Savior and our interdependence with the members of his body, the church."
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Genesis 3:16 to John 3:16: Reversing the Effects
of the Fall in Marriage."
A June 12 chicken barbecue by the Shenks
church, Elizabethtown, Pa., benefitted Kenbrook
Bible Camp and Paxton Street Home. • The Silverdale, Pa., church had a May 23 VBS workers' luncheon and training session with Esther
Snyder. • On May 23 the Skyline View church,
Harrisburg, Pa., had a Pioneer Clubs Award ceremony and banquet. • On May 22 the youth of
the Souderton, Pa., church assisted in fixing up
a former crackhouse to be used as a rehabilitation
center for mothers with drug addictions. • The

Mennonite Health Services seeks
a Director of Member Services
to begin late summer or early
fall 1993. Responsibilities
include services to assigned
member institutions, development of service products offered
to members, and bringing in
new members to MHS. Executive experience and Master's
degree in health care administration preferred. Strong leadership skills and membership in a
constituent church are essential.
Job description provided upon
request. Last day to receive
applications is July 9. Contact
Carl L. Good, Executive Director, Mennonite Health Services,
Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500.
Phone: (717) 859-3889, Fax:
(717) 859-2622.

Stowe, Pa., church recently had Sunday night
studies from the book Everything Necessary.

Canadian Conference
The ladies of the Delisle, Sask., church had a
May 7 banquet on the theme "Let's Celebrate
Life." The church camped out at Pike Lake
Ukranian Park May 21-23. • The Messiah College Singers gave a concert May 17 at the Heise
Hill church, Gormley, Ont. • Lome Lichty spoke
at the June 6 service of the Kindersley, Sask.,
church. A Sunday school picnic was planned for
June 13. • The North East Community church,
Calgary, Alb., is engaged in a "Through the New
Testament in 1993" reading program. Beginning
May 2 a 15-minute worship-in-song time preceded the worship service. • The Oak Ridges,
Ont., church had a May 12 missions program
with Stephen Byer of North Youth Program, a
work among native Canadians. On May 16 the
focus was on Russia with Lloyd and Candie
Brubaker who had been there twice to hand out
Bibles.
The Port Colborne, Ont., church received
nine new members on May 16. • The Ridgemount, Ont., church has a women's Bible study
group called "Growing Through Knowing"
which meets on Mondays. • The sermon series
in May at the Rosebank church, Petersburg,
Ont., was "A Portrait of Maturity." Bob Leadley
led a financial seminar May 16. • The youth of
the Sherkston, Ont., church attended a May 5
Michael W. Smith concert. The River Brethren,
The Workman Quartet, and the Messiah College
Singers all gave concerts in May at the church. •
"Making Marriage Last a Lifetime" was the May
sermon series at the Upper Oaks church,
Oakville, Ont. A May 29 garage sale benefitted
Little Oaks Children's Camp. • Pro race car
driver Gary Elliot was guest speaker at the May
7 Christian Service Brigade banquet of the
Wainfleet, Ont., church. • The Messiah Col-

Women in Leadership
Seminars
Conference
Susquehanna
Pacific
Midwest
/
/
/
/

Date
Location
October 2
Grantham, Pa.
October 23 a.m.* Chino, Calif.
Projected for Spring 1994

Open to all
Opportunity for dialogue
Paper by Luke Keefer Jr. and Grace Holland
address both pros and cons of the topic
Check with your pastor for details about
seminar time, registration, etc.

*Afternoon session with the Board for Congregational Life
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lege Singers were in concert May 18 at the
Welland, Ont., church. • On May 15 Brian
Windsor of Oasis Outreach Ministry spoke at
the men's breakfast of the Westheights church,
Kitchener, Ont.

Central Conference
On May 5 the Earl Glicks reported on their
mission trip to Romania to the Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio. A yard sale was
planned for June 4-5. • May 5 was picture taking
day for the new directory of the Fairview
church, Englewood, Ohio. On May 9 two persons were baptized and five received as members. • The Highland youth, West Milton, Ohio,
and the Fairview youth got together May 15 for
a canoe trip down the Mad River and a cookout.
• The youth of the Lakeview church, Goodrich,
Mich., raised over $200 at a May 16 picnic lunch
fundraiser. • The adult choir of the Nappanee,
Ind., church presented their season finale on May
9, a program called "A Celebration of Heritage,"
which reflected in music on the first 100 years of
Brethren in Christ history.
The Northgate Fellowship, Tipp City, Ohio,
planned VBS for June 7-11. • On May 16 the
outreach ministries of the Pleasant Hill, Ohio,
church sponsored an evening program on small
group ministries with Ralph Hummel. • A fellowship meal and Pastor McConnaughay's
installation service were May 16 at the Sippo
Valley church, Massillon, Ohio. • The film "The
Eye of the Storm" was shown May 16 at the
Union Grove church, New Paris, Ind.

Midwest Conference
Participants in the May 22-23 missions conference of the Bethany church, Thomas, Okla.,
were Pete and Mim Stern, Kaer, Nancy Peterman, Curt and Leslie Book, Al and Thata Book,
and Phil Keefer. Six persons were baptized May
16. • Kenneth Abell was installed June 6 as pastor of the Mound Park church, Dallas Center,
Iowa. A women's outreach brunch was May 1. •
Secretary of Church Relations for Brethren in
Christ World Missions, Phil Keefer, spoke May
23 to the Oklahoma City, Okla. congregation. •
A picnic preceded the May 5 Daydawn concert
at the Rosebank church, Hope, Kan. The congregation had a carry-in meal on May 30 to
honor graduates.

Pacific Conference
The Chino, Calif., church was host site May
30-June 4 for the two core courses taught by
Luke Keefer Jr.: "Theology of Salvation" and
"Theology of the Church." • The Moreno

CPS Reunion
The annual Eastern District CPS
Reunion will be held on Sunday,
Aug. 1, 1993, at the Cove Valley
Camp near Mercersburg, Pa. For
more information contact Paul E.
Bender, secretary, HCR 61, Box
7, Belleville, PA 17004, or call
(717)935-2598.

Evangelical
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church, Moreno Valley, Calif., has a new youth
band. Rob Werthiem of Jews for Jesus spoke
May 23. • The Ontario, Calif., church hosted
the Pacific Conference rally May 28 with speaker Luke Keefer Jr. on the topic "Church of the
Upper Room." • Terry and Andrea Sanders, missionaries in Mexico with World Gospel Mission,
gave several presentations on May 16 to the
Pacific Highway congregation, Salem, Ore. •
Budding young musicians of the Upland, Calif.,
church were featured in a May 16 Young Artists
Concert.

about their work in Latin America with the
Mechanicsburg, Pa., church. • On May 26 the
Messiah Village congregation, Mechanicsburg,
enjoyed a program by the Saint Elizabeth Ann
Seton Catholic Church Choir. • Pat Kelly, former Baltimore Oriole, spoke at the May 14 Boys
Brigade annual banquet at the Redland Valley
church, York Haven, Pa. • Esther Spurrier led an
evening service of prayer May 16 for the
Roseglen congregation, Duncannon, Pa. • Curtis Bryant led revival services May 2-5 for the
West Shore congregation, Mechanicsburg.

Debbie (Green) Rutter, Cumberland Valley congregation, Pa.
Ryan: Grant Douglas, Nov. 8, 1992; Scott
and Doneta (Wingert) Ryan, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Stoner: Ryan David, May 5; Bobby and
Teresa (Shank) Stoner, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Thrush: Stacey Nicole, Nov. 21, 1992;
Dwight and Cheryl (Hege) Thrush, Antrim congregation, Pa.
William: Priya Roberta, Oct. 26, 1992;
Robert and Punitha (Alexander) William,
Grantham congregation, Pa.

For The Record

Weddings

Southeast Conference
Member Angie Woomert was part of the
Sarasota Christian Touring Choir that presented
a concert May 16 for the Community Bible
church, Sarasota, Fla. • On May 2 the men of the
Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fla., hosted a dinner for the women and girls. Pastor
Gramm attended an "Understanding Ministry in
a Changing Culture" seminar May 3-4. • The
Knifley, Ky., congregation hosted a piano
recital, potluck supper, and singing with The
Believers on May 30. • Rena Peachey, Messiah
College sophomore, spoke May 16 with the
Millerfields congregation, Columbia, Ky., about
her last summer's missions service in Philadelphia. • Luke Drescher from MMA spoke in the
May 16 service of the Winchester, Va., church.

Susquehanna Conference
Ray McCrary of Greenfield, Ind., led May
10-16 revival meetings at the Big Valley church,
Belleville, Pa. New pastor John Keefer was
installed June 13. • Carl Spackman has joined
the staff of the Carlisle, Pa., church as Associate
Pastor of Adult Ministries. • The Cedar Grove
church, Mifflintown, Pa., recently filled 46 grocery bags for MCC. A May 19 Ministry Training
Workshop for children's workers was led by
John Reitz. • In connection with family week,
May 3-8, at the Cedar Heights church, Mill
Hall, Pa., the home committee suggested the following: Mon.—games; Tues.—visit another
family; Wed.—go to church together; Thurs.—
work together; Fri.—eat out; Sat.—take an
excursion together.
While the fathers and sons of the Cumberland Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa., were camping May 21-23, the mothers and daughters went
on a shopping trip. A youth car wash was May 8.
• "The Chronologically Gifted (the importance
of grandparents)" was Paul Jamison's topic May
3 at the senior servants' luncheon of the Dillsburg, Pa., church. • Chuck Harris was guest
speaker in the May 30 service of the Faith congregation, Baltimore, Md. Bishop Hawbaker visited on June 20. • On May 13,43 persons attended the ladies' banquet of the Fairview congregation, Reesers Summit, Pa. Lesley Smith sang.
• Donna Lohman presented a program on quilting at the May 10 Women's Club meeting of the
Grantham, Pa., church. The Junior Choir presented the musical "100% Chance of Rain" on
May 2.
The Hanover, Pa., church planned VBS for
June 14-18 on the theme "Amazing Journey." •
"How Well Do You Know Your Mother?" was
the May 8 ladies' banquet theme at the Jemison
Valley church, Westfield, Pa. The video "The
Truth about Mormonism" was shown May 2. •
On June 6 Eugene and Ruth Madeira shared
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Births
Albert: Colton Richard, May 15; Dennis and
Kelly (Crider) Albert, Cumberland Valley congregation, Pa.
Brubaker: Andi Glen, Mar. 9; Glen and
Cindi (Lehman) Brubaker, Grantham congregation, Pa.
Cline: Tracie Melissa, Jan. 2; Eric and Sherry Cline, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Coover: Nicholas Roy and Alexander
Quentin, Apr. 6; Sam and LeAnne Coover,
Carlisle congregation, Pa.
Deshong: Darin Alexander, Mar. 7; Bradley
and Connie (Martin) Deshong, Conoy congregation, Pa.
Ensminger: Denton Shull, Apr. 1; Mike and
Lori (Miller) Ensminger, Antrim congregation,
Pa.
Flagg: Brandon Daniel, Mar. 22; Gordon and
Cindy (Ecker) Flagg, Wainfleet congregation,
Ont.
Flowers: Martin Daniel, May 19; Monte and
Charlene (Meyer) Flowers, Nappanee congregation, Ind.
Gaskins: Jonathan Richard, May 12; Ricky
and Diane (Helm) Gaskins, Millerfields congregation, Ky.
Grove: Jared Michael, Jan. 8; Keith and Kim
(Gipe) Grove, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Hayden: Ashley Nicole, Apr. 16; Chris and
Karen Hayden, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Heise: Elizabeth Anne, Apr. 17; Mark and
Melissa (Rorabaugh) Heise, Highland Park congregation, Va.
Huber: Ahna Carine, May 8; Wayne and
Brenda (Sensenig) Huber, Pequea congregation,
Pa.
Huffnagle: Catherine Elizabeth, Apr. 15;
Mike and Beth (Vogelsong) Huffnagle,
Grantham congregation, Pa.
Kennedy: Heather Rose, Apr. 30; Duane and
Pam Kennedy, Westheights congregation, Ont.
Mowen: Chelsey Elizabeth, May 10; Brad
and Stacey Mowen, Five Forks congregation,
Pa.
Roberts: Justin Kyle, May 5; Jimmy and
Roxanne (Curry) Roberts, Millerfields congregation, Ky.
Rutter: Tyler Steven, Apr. 24; Steve and

Bontrager - Kline: Angie, daughter of Ronnie and Diane Kline, Greencastle, Pa., and Ron,
son of Carol and the late Devon Bontrager,
Greencastle, Apr. 10 at Chambersburg Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner
officiating.
Burkett - Sevetsky: Christina Marie, daughter of Rich and Jackie Sevetsky, Oklahoma City,
Okla., and Brooks Jason Burkett, May 8, at Oklahoma City Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Steve Lehman officiating.
Davis - Kirby: Kandie, daughter of Blaine
and Mary Jane Kirby, Chambersburg, Pa., and
Jeffrey, son of Donald and Francies Davis,
Chambersburg, Apr. 17 at Antrim Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Steven D. Munger and
Rev. Raymond Martin officiating.
Diller - Shissler: Jann, daughter of John and
Ruth Shissler, Newburg, Pa., and Rodney, son of
Eugene and Fern Diller, Greencastle, Pa., May
23, at Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Adin Diller, Rev. Darrell Baer, and Rev.
Gerald Wingert officiating.
Egolf - Kane: Ellen Sue, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas Kane, and Kevin Leroy, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Amos Egolf, Waynesboro, Pa.,
May 15 at Hollowell Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Ralph E. Palmer officiating.
Gochenauer - Beinhower: Sharon Kay,
daughter of Daniel and Sandy Beinhower, New
Cumberland, Pa., and Jason Ward, son of
Richard and Carolyn Gochenauer, Dillsburg, Pa.,
May 22, at Cumberland Valley Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Simon A. Lehman Jr.
and Rev. Harvey Beinhower officiating.
Kaltreider - Henry: Gladys Henry and
Clarence Kaltreider, May 22, at Messiah Village Chapel with Rev. J. Robert Lehman and
Rev. Barton Starr officiating.
Stayman - Horn: Mildred Horn and Wilbur
Stayman, May 22, at Air Hill Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Gerald Wingert officiating.
Thomas - Stone: Brenda Louise, daughter of
Gerald F. and Marian H. Stone, Bainbridge, Pa.,
and Keith Allen, son of Richard Jr. and Joyce
Thomas, Ocean City, Md., Mar. 20 at Conoy
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Marlin K.
Ressler officiating.
Yoder - Smucker: Bonnie Carol, daughter
of Paul and Heidi Smucker, Spring Mills, Pa.,
and Ralph Eugene, son of Amos and Goldie
Yoder, Millersburg, Ind., Apr. 24 at Nappanee
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Paul C.
Smucker and Rev. Darrell Smucker officiating.
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Obituaries
Cassel: Naomi M. Cassel, born Sept. 26,
1913, daughter of Ray L. and Miriam Engle
Eyster, died Apr. 24. Preceding her in death was
her husband, John E. Cassel; two brothers, Alvin
and Ira; and a sister, Alma Akin. Surviving are
two daughters, Lois A. Miller and Carolyn
Hempfing; a stepson, Ralph Cassel; 9 grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren; a brother,
Melvin; and three sisters, Vera Akin, Agnes
Eyster, and Lela Engle. Born in Oklahoma, Alma
later became a longtime member of the Fairview
congregation, Ohio, where the funeral was held
with Rev. Sam Hollingsworth officiating. Interment was in Fairview Cemetery.
High: Shull Paul High, born June 10, 1916,
son of Irvin and Bertha High, died Apr. 6. Surviving are his wife, Catherine (Meyers); four
daughters, Ruby Shank, Delores Lapole, Janice
Ensminger, and Dorothy Richmond; and a son,
Paul. He attended the Antrim congregation, Pa.

The funeral was held at Zimmerman Funeral
Home with Rev. Wilbur Benner and Rev. Joe
Baer officiating. Interment was in Coble Cemetery.
Hunsberger: Jacob Harold Hunsberger, born
Jan. 9,1916, son of Henry B. Sr. and Sadie Bowers Hunsberger, died Apr. 20. Preceding him in
death was his wife, Elizabeth (Ramsey); and a
son, John H. Surviving are his wife, Nancy Jane
(Burkholder); two daughters, Joan R. Hensel and
Ruth A.; and a son, Henry B. He was a longtime
member of the Perkiomen Valley congregation
where he served as Sunday school teacher,
trustee, and member of the church board. The
funeral was held at the church with Rev. David
Croxford officiating. Interment was in the church
cemetery.

ter, Ruth Hess; and a brother, Charles. Surviving
are his wife, Cora Horst Myers Knepper; 2 sons,
Carl L. and D. Ray; a daughter, Atha K. Lebo; 10
grandchildren; 4 great-grandchildren; 2 stepsons,
Nelson Myers and Harold Myers; a stepdaughter,
Gladys Besecker; 5 stepgrandchildren; 5 brothers, Robert, Paul, Lewis, Abner, and Joseph; and
a sister, Miriam Stern. John attended the New
Guilford congregation, Pa., where he was an
assistant Sunday school teacher. He was a member of the Mechanicsburg congregation, and
former pastor of the Duncannon congregation.
He had been a farmer most of his life. The funeral was held at the New Guilford church with
Rev. Robert D. Verno and Rev. J. Edward Boring officiating. Interment was in the New Guilford cemetery.

Knepper: John A. Knepper, born Mar. 27,
1917, son of Adam and Nellie Ausherman Knepper, died May 6. Preceding him in death were his
wife, Beula (Wingert); an infant daughter; a sis-

Sierer: Harold W. Sierer Sr., bom Oct. 29,
1906, died Mar. 23. Surviving are his wife, Vella
(Danner); a son, Harold Jr.; 5 grandchildren; 15
grandchildren; and a great-grandson. He was
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Stewardship of the heart

Cooperative Ministries
Receipts—Year to Date
January 1 - May 31,1993
1993
828.667
816,030
12,637

1992
784,806
769,074
15,732

Designated and
Direct Giving 218.185
Congregational 139,380
Individual
78,805

190.174
121,901
68,273

Total to Date

974.980

Proportionate
Congregational
Individual

1.046.852

Total Budget
4.210.537 4.142.279
Received to Date 24.9%
23.5%
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The kingdom of God was a central theme in Jesus' teachings. It was
the heart of the gospel. Robert
Stackel, in a delightful article entitled "The Best Kingdom in the
World," (The Clergy Journal,
May/June 1991) explained that
when Jesus referred to the kingdom
of God he meant a person in a right
relationship with God. The kingdom
of God in the heart is the best kingdom in the world. And in Mark
4:26-34, Jesus used a seed to illustrate some tremendous truths.
Jesus compared the kingdom of
God to a mustard seed. Among the
Jews of that day, the mustard seed
was probably the smallest thing on
earth. Yet it grew into a huge bush.
Only God can energize that kind of
multiplication.
Growth comes from within the
seed itself. With all our science and
technology we still do not know
what makes a seed grow. The life in
the seed is the gift of God.
To have this kingdom of God in

the heart is more important than
anything else in the world. It means
we are right with God because of
what Jesus has done for us. It brings
greater riches than being a multimillionaire. It is the supreme experience of life. And God offers it to
us free of charge, when we trust in
what Christ has done for us at Calvary.
Now comes the questions of
stewardship. Are we concerned primarily with building our own
"empires" or with God building his
kingdom within us? Are we allowing God to develop our potential or
are we content to remain spiritual
midgets? The present dimensions of
the kingdom in our hearts are like a
small seed compared with the flourishing bush that God has planned
for us to become. God offers us
exciting opportunities for great spiritual growth.
Someone has pointed out that it
doesn't matter how small the starting point. The only thing that mat-
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retired from the Camp Hill School District and a
resident of Messiah Village. He was a member of
the West Shore congregation, Pa. The funeral
was held at Myers-Harner Funeral Home with
Rev. Gerald E. Tyrrell officiating. Interment was
in Rolling Green Memorial Park.
Stern: Martha M. Stern, born Feb. 19,1897,
daughter of Eli and Mary N. Wolgemuth Musser,
died May 7. Preceding her in death was her husband, Earl K. Stern. Surviving are 7 children,
Aaron H., Ira M., Mary K. Long, Earl I., James
M., Lucille Ulery, and J. Harold; 19 grandchildren; 26 great-grandchildren; and 4 great-greatgrandchildren. She was a member of the Messiah Village congregation, Pa. The funeral was
held at the Cedar Heights church with Rev. John
L. Bundy officiating. Interment was in Cedar
Hill Cemetery.
•

by Donald R. Zook
ters is how completely committed we
are in allowing God to produce miraculous growth.
In my present position of service as
Executive Director of Brethren in
Christ Stewardship Services, I get to
hear many visions of what the church
could become if we had the financial
resources to fulfill the ministry opportunities God has made available to us
as a denomination. And I also am
convinced that God is capable of fulfilling all those visions—and more!
For he is capable of doing abundantly more than we can ask and envision.
What we have now is not the primary
issue. What we can become in God's
hands is the essential issue. Let's
allow God to use Jesus' teaching
about the kingdom of God in the heart
to bring us to a more complete commitment and to preparation for
expanding growth and fruitfulness.

34th annual Missions Prayer Fellowship
Conference planned by Atlantic Conference
The 34th annual conference of the
Atlantic Conference Missions Prayer Fellowship was held on Saturday, April 24,
1993, at the Manheim (Pa.) Brethren in
Christ Church. Josie Esbin presided over
the day with Loine Bert leading in music
and worship. Rich Stuebing gave the
keynote address emphasizing the importance of prayer. Marian Kipe led in a
prayer time for Brethren in Christ missionaries and ministries. We also received
reports from the Missions Sewing Auxiliary and the MPF treasurer.
Following an international foods festival, there were two workshops led by

Carlos Ortiz and Phil Keefer and panel.
Thefinalsession was a discussion of the
topic "What is missionary life really
like?" led by Phil Keefer and a group of
missionaries.
The offering received will, after
expenses are paid, be contributed to the
national MPF project of leadership training. The 1994 conference will be held at
the Manor Brethren in Christ Church on
Saturday, April 30. The officers for the
coming year are Marian Kipe, president;
Faithe Wagner, vice-president; Ginny
Nix, secretary; and Paul Witter, treasurer.—submitted by Ginny Nix
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Donald R. Zook is Executive Director
Brethren in Christ Stewardship Services
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Ctiannc I
of love
by Anita Mcllveen
A channel of love flows from the rural
community of Chambersburg, Pa. to the
suburbs of Atlanta, Georgia, as we support our brothers and sisters in our adopted sister church, Grace Community
Church. This new work, which is the first
Brethren in Christ church in the deep
south, is pastored by Chuck and Toni
Anderson. April 18-23 our love took tangible form as a work team of adult men
traveled to Lawrenceville, Georgia, to
help with the building of their church.
The church is located on a wooded six
acre plot in a residential community, a
15-minute drive north of Atlanta.
The team included Ed Bricker, Cliff
Gayman, Maurice Horst, Charles Myers
(from Hollowell), Tim Poe, Dick Shannon, Stan Sollenberger, and Pastor Kevin
Witter. To go on this trip, some took a
week of their vacation time while others
just took time off without pay from their
regular jobs. Adam Witter, the 10-yearold son of our associate pastor, joined the
team to fulfill a service requirement for
Boys Brigade. He hammered some nails
and helped in clean-up. The Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church supported the team with prayer and financial help
for travel and expenses. Money left over
was given to the Grace Community
Church building program. This year the
Chambersburg Church has also given a
monthly tithe to the Atlanta Church.
Matt Horton, a local contractor and a
member of the church, met the team on

Therefore editor
retires, new editor
announced
Grace Holland is completing seven
years as editor of Therefore, a quarterly
magazine published by Brethren in Christ
World Missions. David McGarvey, pastor of the Union Grove Brethren in Christ
Church, will edit the magazine beginning
with the October/January issue this fall.
Grace and her husband Fred served
three terms (1955-1974) with Brethren in
Christ Missions in Africa, during which
time they became involved in producing
home-study materials for Theological
Education by Extension (TEE). After
their return to the States, Grace continued
to edit TEE texts.
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From a concrete slab to this building
with this team of workers
Monday morning as they arrived on
the job site. Working 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
from Monday through Friday noon,
this team started with a concrete slab
and finished the week with a 4,200
square foot framed building with a tar
paper roof. It was estimated that the team
saved the church $8,000-$ 10,000. The
contractor and local church hope to have
the church ready for occupancy in July
and a community celebration is scheduled for September 12.
Among the blessings of working for
the Lord and fellowship with team members was the opportunity of meeting the
people of the church in Lawrenceville.
On Wednesday they met in the home of
the contractor for a meal and time of fellowship. The team was presented with a
plaque to take home to the Chambersburg Church and each team member was
given a box of good southern grits.

A pastor's wife for 18 years, the author
now is a member of the Chambersburg congregation and works part-time as a church
secretary for a United Brethren congregation.

In 1981 the Hollands began a unique
assignment with
Brethren in Christ
World Missions,
spending six months
each year in Zambia
and Zimbabwe as
resource persons in
the area of visitation
Grace Holland
and church planting.
They worked with
national church leaders to establish a
number of urban churches. In addition to
holding TEE workshops throughout
Africa, other mission organizations have
called the Hollands to lead workshops in
Alaska, Austria, Australia, the Philippines, Pakistan, Bangladesh and throughout South America.

Grace received her M.S. degree in
missiology at Fuller School of World
Missions, Pasadena, Calif., and this
spring completed her doctoral degree in
missiology from Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School in Dearfield, 111. She is
now serving as professor of missiology at
Ashland Theological Seminary, Ashland,
Ohio. With her teaching load at Ashland,
Grace felt she needed to relinquish Therefore editorial responsibilities.
The new editor, David McGarvey, is a
graduate of Grace College, Winona Lake,
Ind., has taken seminary courses at Grace
Theological Seminary, and is currently
enrolled at Bethany Theological Seminary, Dothan, Alabama. He has pastored
the Union Grove congregation, near New
Paris, Ind., since 1985. He and his wife Jo
have two children, Shannon and Sean.

As the team was preparing to return to
Pennsylvania, they stood around what
will soon be the baptistry and sang the
doxology, "Praise God From Whom All
Blessings Flow." Pastor Kevin shared
with the men that even though the work
they did was structural, they had a part in
the work of the Lord and only heaven
will reveal the work of God that will be
accomplished at this church building as
many find salvation.
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MESSIAH
COLLEGE
NEWS
Brethren in Christ students
make Dean's List
Dean's List honors went to 317 students this spring. To be eligible, full-time
status and a grade point average of at
least 3.6 on a 4.0 scale are required. The
following are the Brethren in Christ students who made the Dean's List for the
spring semester.
Anthony K. Book, senior, mathematics, Mt. Joy, Pa.
Philip K. Brubaker, senior, Christian
education, Arcanum, Ohio
Wesley A. Carr, senior, engineering,
Middletown, Pa.
Wendy F. Cober, senior, elementary
education, Kitchener, Ontario, Canada
Sharon K. Cook, sophomore, English,
Harrisburg, Pa.
Jacob Daniel, junior, engineering,
Grantham, Pa.
Elizabeth J. DeBoe, senior, Spanish,
Dugspur, Va.
Rebecca L. Ebersole, freshman, undeclared, Akron, Pa.
Mark H. Erb, junior, accounting, Manheim, Pa.
Matthew H. Erb, junior, accounting,
Manheim, Pa.
Jeffrey C. Erikson, junior, engineering, Dillsburg, Pa.
Angela Faithe Heise, freshman, mathematics, Harrisburg, Pa.
Carla L. Heisey, junior, pre-veterinary,
Manheim, Pa.
Peter L. Hess, junior, engineering,
Lancaster, Pa.
Jonathan C. Hilsher, sophomore, political science, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Erin Hoffman, sophomore, elementary
education, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Brenda R. Horst, freshman, mathematics, Manheim, Pa.
Nancy L. Huber, junior, English,
Annville, Pa.
Beth L. Jacobs, senior, early childhood education, Fairfield, Pa.
Pamela G. Kleinke, sophomore, biology/pre-medical, Sheboygan, Wise.
Jenette M. Peachey, freshman, social
work, Belleville, Pa.
Rena J. Peachey, junior, elementary
education, Belleville, Pa.
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Steven Jungkeit (far right), a Brethren in Christ juniorfrom Middletown, Ohio, will sing bass
for New Light, the Messiah College Summer Music Ministry Team for 1993. Steve's grandfather, Rev. Elbert Smith, is the great-great-grandson of Messiah's founder, S.R. Smith, and
was director of admissions at Messiah in the early 1960s. The team travels for eight weeks
through eight states during the months of June, July, and August, presenting a variety of
music including spirituals, hymns, and contemporary Christian songs. The group will perform at the Kenbrook Youth Camp in Lebanon, Pa., on Thursday, July 8.

Krista E. Poe, sophomore, biology/
pre-medical, Lancaster, Pa.
Jason E. Richwine, junior, mathematics/teacher certification, Carlisle, Pa.
Kevin S. Robinson, senior, mathematics, Hollidaysburg, Pa.
Melanie B. Starr, freshman, mathematics, Manheim, Pa.
Eric L. Steffy, senior, engineering,
East Petersburg, Pa.
Kris A. Steinbrecher, senior, biology,
Greenville, Ohio
Julie M. Stone, junior, biology, Williamsburg, Pa.
Chadwick L. Warfel, junior, international business, Leola, Pa.
Wendell S. Witter, freshman, engineering, Waynesboro, Pa.
Virginia R. Zink, sophomore, engineering, Grantham, Pa.

Brethren in Christ students serve
in Service-Learning Program
Over 30 Messiah College students will
be involved in summer service projects as
part of Messiah College's Service-Learning Program. Three Brethren in Christ
students are going on projects this summer.
Freshman Shawna Bentch from Mifflintown, Pa., is working with inner-city
children and youth day camps in Camden, N.J., with the Evangelical Association for Promotion in Education. Senior
Phil Brubaker, from Arcanum, Ohio, is
working in family/community dispute
resolution in Philadelphia, Pa., with Good
Shepherd Mediation Program. And senior
David Sholes from Lancaster, Pa., is

working with homeless community services with Water Street Rescue Mission
in Lancaster, Pa.
The Service-Learning Program builds
on the longstanding tradition of volunteer service at Messiah College. The purpose of the program is to improve the
quality of service and enhance the learning value of the service activities. The
program consists of a three-credit course
in the spring semester, involving students
who will then pursue a variety of summer
service projects, followed by a three-credit, debriefing course in the fall with the
same students to analyze and reflect on
their experiences.

Summer missions
Three students have been named as
this year's recipients of the Summer Missions Grants. Emily Krauss, a nursing
major from Wooster, Ohio, will serve in
Africa through the Alliance Youth Corps
of the Christian and Missionary Alliance
Church. Lori Lynne Saar, a human resource management major from Dalton,
Pa., will serve with World Outreach Fellowship in Mexico City. Julie Moore, a
nursing major from Virginia Beach, Va.,
will serve in Hungary with Teen Missions International.
Summer Missions Grants provide
financial assistance for interested Messiah students who would not otherwise be
able to consider a mission assignment
because they need to work during the
summer to earn money for the following
year's tuition. Funds for the grants are
provided through an endowment fund
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established by May and Emerson Frey.
Recipients are selected by an ad hoc committee comprised of faculty, administrators, and representatives from Campus
Ministries.
Once again this summer, Messiah is
sponsoring several summer missions
groups. Resident directors Doug and
Shelly Bradbury took a total of 28 students on two separate work and evangelism excursions to Haiti during the month
of May. Myron Stambaugh, a Brethren in
Christ student from Winchester, Va., who
graduated in May, led a team of 10 students to Nicaragua for a three-week term
of service. And a 10-day inner city service project will also take place during
the summer in Newark, N. J.
In addition, many individual students
are participating in missions through their
home church or with other Christian
organizations such as Tony Campolo's
EAPE program for inner-city children.
Four senior soccer players will be participating in outreach and evangelism
through Missionary Athletes International while playing with the Charlotte (N.
C.) Eagles. And the Coalition for Christian Outreach is again sponsoring a pro-

From here to Zaire

gram for students who want to do beach
evangelism and discipleship.
Messiah professor attends
Congress in Haiti
Messiah College professor Lois Beck
returned recently from Port-au-Prince,
Haiti, and the Christian Congress for
International Solidarity, held May 79. More than 100
Haitian pastors,
joined by Puerto
Rican church leaders and the United
States-based Christian Peacemaker
Teams (CPT), resolved to work not only for spiritual
change, but also social, economic, political and cultural change within Haiti.
Interwoven throughout the Congress
were stories of pastors and church leaders
who have suffered continued harassment,
beatings, arrests, and, in some cases,
death at the hands of the military since it
overthrew the popularly elected President
Jean-Bertrand Aristide on September 29,
1991. Since the coup, some pastors have
been forced into hiding, thus suspending
food distribution programs and rural
schools. The Congress itself was considered a daring public act, especially with
the culminating call to action—the first
ever from Protestant Haitian clergy.
In their ground-breaking document,
the pastors appealed to Isaiah 40:1-11,
29-31 for a vision of practical change for
their country. These changes include a
church cooperative to develop organizations comprised of Christian engineers,
agronomists, reforestation experts and
irrigation technicians. The pastors also
advocated further vocational training for

Haitians who want to reinvest their education into the community. In addition to
the pastor's call to action, CPT made a
statement of solidarity with the Haitian
church leaders.
For Ms. Beck, associate professor of
French and communications and CPT
member, the Congress was inspirational.
"It was a thrill for us to see democratic
processes at work—a skill Haitians don't
often have a chance to practice," she said.
Conference on Christians in
Visual Arts held at Messiah
The biennial conference of Christians
in the Visual Arts (CIVA) was held on
Messiah College's campus from Wednesday, June 16 through Saturday, June 19.
CIVA is an organization dedicated to
exploring and nurturing the relationship
between the visual arts and the Christian
faith. The principal gathering of the
CIVA membership takes place at biennial conferences organized around selected
themes. This year's theme, "Past and
Present," is meant to explore the complicated relationship between the art of the
past and the art and artists of our own
time. Ideas of tradition, cultural continuity, and artistic inspiration will be
addressed. The conference's aim is to
give present-day artists the critical and
creative tools for understanding and
drawing upon the art and culture of their
predecessors.
Several events during the conference
were open to the public. These included a
juried art exhibition, a show of religious
folk art from Kentucky, and a walk-in
exhibition by conference participants.
Robert Hughes, an art critic for Time
magazine, gave a public lecture, and Marion Williams, a living legend of black
gospel music, gave a concert.
•

19-minute video
Follows an MCC corn and beans shipment
to Zaire. Zairian church leaders look at
reasons for hunger in Zaire and express
their hope for their country's future.
Contact the MCC office nearest you for
free loan.

c

"v Mennonite
Central
Committee

Mennonite Central Committee and MCC U.S.
21 South 12th Street, PO Box 500, Akron, PA
17501-0500
(717)859-1151 (717)859-3889
Mennonite Central Committee Canada
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9
(204)261-6381
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Four graduate from Ashland Seminary
Four Brethren in Christ were among the 125 graduates receiving degrees this spring
from Ashland (Ohio) Theological Seminary. Pictured from left to right are Michael R.
Holland (Master of Arts), Carl C. Curfman (Master of Arts), Steven Richard Baer
(Master of Divinity), and Tom Tatem (Master of Divinity).
Evangelical

Visitor
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Dear Paul,
There's a strange thing happening
again this year here in Colosse: we've
entered a "summer slump" in our local
fellowship. Attendance has declined
and we've geared down our programs
and ministries. Those who can afford it
are taking trips to the seacoast and
mountains.
When I first became a believer, this
annual phenomenon irritated me. I
couldn't understand why, as I saw it,
some people's commitment vanished
with the warmer temperatures and reappeared with cooler weather several
months later. During the summer
months, singing at our weekly meetings is weak; vacation schedules make
it nearly impossible to plan outreach
ministries; giving drops off. Discouraged by the summer slowdown, I used
to grumble.
For some reason, the slump phenomenon bothers me a little less each
year. Maybe I'm growing accustomed
to it. Or perhaps I feel the need for a
break, too, and can relate to the same
need in my brothers and sisters. Since
I've been entrusted with leadership
responsibilities, I find it hard to maintain the same intensity year-round.
Many of us push ahead full speed with
activities for most of the year, often
feeling over-committed and harried.
Summertime presents an opportunity
to relax and even say "no" to a thing or
two.
I justify my own "breaks" by looking at the life of our Lord Jesus. He
needed time alone, away from the press
of the crowd and demands of ministry,
for prayer, reflection, and rest. But I'm
not sure that we always utilize our
vacations for greater spiritual growth.
Sometimes saying "no" to local church
involvement over the summer means
saying "yes" to something else. I worry
that our priorities are just shifting away
from the body of believers to self-centered pursuits.
Is our fellowship unique, or do other
churches slump in the summer—or
whatever season fits their climate and
cultural patterns? Should we try to
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counteract this trend? Or should we just
accept it and work with it?
Paul, you seldom seem to rest from
ministry, even at your age. You still
"press on toward the goal" with steady
conviction. How do you maintain that
level of fervor? I do know you have
used the time of confinement in prison
for prayer and meditation. Your life
continues to be a challenge and example to me.
This summer I've determined not to
let a summer slowdown turn into a spiritual slump. With our Lord's help, I'm

committing myself to regular study and
prayer, regardless of changed schedules, travel plans, or other demands.
I'm also determined to celebrate wholeheartedly with those who do gather
over the summer for worship—without
focusing on numbers—and to be
unapologetic about my faith with
everyone I contact.
Sounds as though I may make some
spiritual strides!
Striving to be faithful,
Onesimus

Book Review

Faith Roots: Learning from and
Sharing Witness with Jewish People,
by James R. Leaman (Evangel Publishing House, Nappanee, lnd., 1993).
Reviewed by A. M. Long, professor at
Messiah College.
Faith Roots is a helpful handbook
which adheres to the themes of its subtitle, "Learning From and Sharing Witness with Jewish People." The author
pleads for dialogue between Christians
and Jews.
The author has created a bridge
builder for the many Christians who
have limited awareness of the backgrounds and associations of our Christian faith. It is strong on its appreciations for Jewish culture and worship
forms. It is helpful on the sketches of
various groups in Judaism and the literature concerns of the groups. The
reader senses that the author has had
direct encounters with Hebrew people.
He reflects firsthand experiences with
illustrating stories.
One of the major concerns of the

book focuses on friendship, and friendship evangelism with Hebrew people.
The author is helpful on the roots and
profiles of anti-Semitism and the tragic
history of Christian involvement in
anti-Semitism. He suggests ways to
build bridges over this terrible hurt.
The book is strong on messianic theology and Old Testament prophecy.
First and second comings of Christ are
affirmed.
The most bothersome stance of the
author is that God still has specialized
plans in redeeming the Hebrew people.
The book makes too little reference to
the conditional aspects of the Old Testament covenant and to the restatements
of that covenant between God and
Israel. The author leans hard on interpretations of Romans while giving very
little attention to the New Testament
book of Hebrews. The latter book
teaches the New Testament Church
cannot have two covenants going side
by side. Redemption through Christ
supersedes all other covenants.
Nevertheless the book has good usefulness. It could be used in Sunday
school class electives. It would be useful for extra reading requirements for
courses looking at Jewish backgrounds
in Old Testament and New Testament
studies.
•
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Focus and
function
by R. Donald Shafer
In the life of the church there are
constantly two areas that call for our
attention. The one area is our focus.
This is our center, our beliefs that we
affirm. It includes our values, involves the purpose of our work, and
implies our priorities. Our focus
encompasses our theology and doctrine. It denotes our thinking and
interpretation. It is the philosophical
and conceptual side of church life.
Another area of our life together
in Christ is the function of the church.
This involves all of the practical
issues such as roles, jobs, tasks, positions, titles, order, office, and duties.
Function speaks to the structure of
the church.
One can see both of these major
themes in the Bible. Thus some persons look for the grand ideas of the
church and admonish us to keep our
focus. Books have been written on
the great themes ranging from creation to the culmination of Christ's
second coming. For those of us in the
Brethren in Christ Church family, we
have focused on our purpose:
. . . to foster a fellowship of
believers whose objective is to
worship and obey the triune
God and to proclaim His gospel
to all people. (Manual of Doctrine and Government, 1992, p. 3)
And to fine-tune our focus, we
have over the last several years noted
the two priorities of evangelism and
discipleship. It is the intention of
denominational leaders to prayerfully
discern the areas of our purpose that
need sharp focus for our day and generation. This is done in the context of
the community of faith.
Also in the Scripture one sees symbols of function. From the details of
the Old Testament worship in both
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the tabernacle and temple to the New
Testament order of deacons and
elders, we find an emphasis on structure. And among the Brethren in
Christ, we rather enjoy a lot of debate
and decision-making about function.
We came out of a strong pietist and
Anabaptist tradition which speak to
focus and function with accents on
experience and practice. We were further influenced by the holiness and
evangelical movements, which also
contain focus and function.
From a survey of our Manual of
Doctrine and Government and from
church board minutes from most congregations, it seems clear that we
have invested a lot more time and
energy on the function side rather
than on the focus side of church life.
For example, in the Manual we have
about 18 pages relating to focus and
over 80 pages on function. Also, over
the years, General Conference agenda
has tended to contain more items
about function than about focus. Now
that may be inherent in our culture,
which tends to be more pragmatic
than philosophical. And with the
advent of the industrial age and more
recent technology, we are people who
want instant results.
It would seem clear that any group
wishing to be healthy needs a balance
offocus and function. The truth of the
matter is that the church always needs
both. We may try to separate them,
but inevitably we can hardly discuss
focus without dealing with function.
And when we actually examine our
function, it does in fact bear out our
focus.
During the last half of 1993 and
early in 1994, the general church
leaders are seeking to blend focus and
function, to enable the Brethren in
Christ to live out our purpose with
meaningful practice.
We have grown from about 7,000
members in 1954 to well over 20,000
in 1993. During these four decades,
we have become more diverse. Some
people refer to this as pluralism and

have seen this as our enemy, while
others have celebrated the extension
and multi-faceted part of our church
life. Recently, some of us noted that
some leaders of the larger church
family have identified relativity as
our enemy. When a culture has lost its
values and moorings, when morality
is no longer meaningful, when people
become self-centered and selfish, it
calls for the church to pay attention to
its focus and function. Relativity, not
pluralism, is our real enemy.
As church leaders, we appreciate
the prayers and counsel of Visitor
readers. We are trying in many ways
to keep the regions and congregations
informed on the work we do in your
behalf. We are grateful for the counsel
of those assigned to our present general church boards, and we will seek
to better function so as to fulfill our
purpose.
It will be helpful to keep our purpose clear and to accent our priorities of evangelism and discipleship. It
is our discernment that, as we move
into the next century, we will have to
focus on discipleship. In order to do
this, we will also examine our function in other to discover the best ways
to be responsible followers of Jesus
Christ our Lord. For this continuing
endeavor, we all need each other.
With a culture in North America
that is increasingly alien to the values
of the Kingdom of Heaven, we do
well to keep our focus and function
based solidly on the Scriptures.

One of the four
current
general
church leaders, R.
Donald Shafer is
General Secretary
for the Brethren in
Christ Church.
Evangelical Visitor
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Is it still important?
The top story on the network news this morning was the
U.N. attack on the headquarters of General Mohamed Aidid,
a Somali warlord in Mogadishu. Meanwhile, top officials in
Europe and North America debate what—if any—military
action should be taken in the ongoing bloodshed engulfing
Bosnia. The cold war between the former Soviet Union and
the United States may be over, but our world continues to
seethe with local and regional conflicts, many of which
could escalate into larger wars. Is the topic of peace still relevant? Need I ask?
It is not surprising, given their Anabaptist roots, that
Brethren in Christ from their earliest days have understood
peace and reconciliation to be foundational elements of the
Christian faith. During World War I, Brethren in Christ were
jailed for their commitment to nonresistance. By World War
II, Civilian Public Service Camps (CPS) in the U.S. and
Canada's Alternate Service Work (ASW) provided a means
for Brethren in Christ to participate in alternate service
rather than being conscripted into military service.
By the 1950s, however, opposition to military service
seemed to be waning. As C. O. Wittlinger pointed out in
Quest for Piety and Obedience, a high percentage of postwar Brethren in Christ draftees in the United States chose to
enter military service. "A survey of United States draftees
for the period from 1951 through 1957 reveals that of the
313 men conscripted,... 149 or 48 percent chose some type
of military service while 164 or 52 percent chose some form
of alternate service" (p. 392). After analyzing the data by
regional conference, he also makes a provocative observation, " . . . the western region of the brotherhood had moved
toward stronger support of the nonresistant position, while
that part of Pennsylvania in which the Brethren originated
was the least supportive of it."
Is the emphasis on peace still important to contemporary
Brethren in Christ? The delegates at the most recent General Conference evidently felt so. They passed without debate
a statement on "Peacemaking and the Use of Military Force"
(it was a revision of a 1990 draft which had been circulated
for discussion during the '90-'92 biennium), and approved
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a statement outlining why the Brethren in Christ Church
does not participate in the military chaplaincy. After extended discussion, the section of the new doctrinal statement on
peace was also adopted, affirming that "loyalty to Christ and
the Church, which is trans-national, takes precedence over
loyalty to the state." The doctrinal statement (which comes
to the 1994 General Conference for its second reading) continues:
Christ loved His enemies and He calls us as His
disciples to love our enemies. We follow our Lord in
being a people of peace and reconciliation, called
to suffer and not to fight. While respecting those
who hold other interpretations, we believe that
preparation for or participation in war is inconsistent with the teachings of Christ. Similarly, we reject
all other acts of violence which devalue human life.
Rather, we affirm active peacemaking, sacrificial
service to others, as well as the pursuit of justice for
the poor and the oppressed in the name of Christ.
Earlier this year, Mennonite Central Committee (of
which we are a constituent member) approved a new peace
statement entitled "A Commitment to Christ's Way of
Peace." The new statement, which appears in full on pages
18-19, updates a previous statement adopted by Mennonite
and Brethren in Christ churches at Winona Lake in 1950.
The new MCC statement is being presented to churches for study and adoption. "I hope this document encourages
discussions about what it means to be a Christian peacemaker," said Judy Zimmerman Herr, co-secretary of MCC
Overseas Peace Office.
I encourage Visitor readers to study this new statement
with the hope that such study will help us discover how we
can live more faithfully as our Lord's disciples, communicating Christ's gospel of peace in our complex and "peaceless" world. Comments on the statement may be directed to
our representatives to MCC: R. Donald Shafer, P.O. Box
290, Grantham, PA 17027; or Michael Hannigan, 62
Lynnhaven Court, Kitchener, ONT N2M 5L8.
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It's summertime- time for some serious recreation!
A picnic in the park . . . a comfortable lawn chair and a
good book under the shade tree in the back yard . . . a
weekend of water skiing . . . a Sunday afternoon softball, tennis, or croquet game . . . the possibilities are
endless and so inviting.
Be sure to allow time this summer for some serious
re-creation. As disciples, you and I are called to be
transformed by the renewing of our minds so we may
discern what is the perfect will of God (Romans 12:2).
This summer, let's make Psalm 51 our request for
God's re-creating grace to be at work in our lives:
Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
Then will I teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will turn back to you.
(Psalm 51:10,12-13)
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